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MIYAZAWA ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR JULY PRC TRLP 


OW150345 Tokyo KYODO in English 0325 GMT 15 May 84 


[Text] Tokyo, May 15 KYODO -- One of Japans most prominent conservative politicians, 
Kiichi Miyazawa, said Tuesday he would visit China for a week in early July. Miyazawa, 
64, a one-time foreign minister and chief Cabinet secretary, said he delivered the hope 
to Chinese envoy to Tokyo Song Zhiguang Tuesday morning. A detailed itinerary is not 
known. Miyazawa is expected to meet senior leader Deng Xiaoping during his stay in 
Beijing. 


Chinese State Councillor Ji Pengfei, in Japan since May 8, extended an invitation to 
Miyazawa to visit China on May 9. Miyazawa is regarded as a potentially powerful con- 
tender to Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone whose two-year term of office as leader of 
the Liberal-Democratic Party expires in November. He is heir apparent to LDP's second 
largest faction led by former Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki. 


DEFENSE AGENCY CHIEF KURIHARA TO VISIT U.S. 


0W150211 Tokyo KYODO in English 0206 GMT 15 May 84 


[Text] Tokyo, May 15 KYODO -- Defense Agency chief Yuko Kurihara said Tuesday he would 
visit the United States after the Diet closes the current session. The Diet session, 
due to expire on May 23, is expected to be extended through August. U.S. Secretary of 
Defense Caspar Weinberger, who came to Tokyo last week, invited Kurihara to visit 
Washington. 


MITI MINISTER MEETS WITH EC VICE PRESIDENTS 


0W150209 Tokyo KYODO in English 0201 GMT 15 May 84 


[Text] Brussels, May 14 KYODO -- Minister of International Trade and Industry Hikosaburo 
Okonogi suggested Monday that Japan and the European Community (EC) conduct a joint 

study on sales promotion for selected EC products in Japan. The MITI minister made the 
suggestion during talks with EC Commission Vice Presidents Wilhelm Haferkamp and Etienne 
Davignon on the eve of the first Japan-EC ministerial conference, due to open here 
Tuesday. 


Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe and Economic Planning Agency Director General Toshio 
Komoto are also in Brussels to attend the ministerial meeting. 


In his talks with Haferkamp and Davignon, Japanese officials said, Okonogi explained 
special steps to expand manufactured imports from the EC in Japan's latest package of 
market-opening measures, announced in April, and proposed the joint study on sales pro- 
motion of specific items. 


The EC representatives welcomed the suggestion, the officials said, and promised to 
hasten the selection of specific products for the study. 


AUSTRALIAN MINISTER SEEKS RESOLUTION TO BEEF ISSUE 


OW140316 Tokyo KYODO in English 0228 GMT 14 May 84 


[Text] Tokyo, May 14 KYODO -- John Kerin, Australian minister for primary industry, is 
now in Tokyo seeking to resolve the current beef problem between Japan and Australia, 
the Australian Embassy said Monday. Kerin arrived here Sunday to review progress in 
Japan-Australia negotiations on future beef access arrangements, which continued at 
official level here last week. 
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While in Tokyo, Kerin will meet Prime Minister Yasuhiro Naksone, Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Minister Shinjiro Yamamura and acting Foreign Minister Takao Fujinami to 
discuss the matter. Kerin will reaffirm Australia's concerns about future beef access 
and seek arrangements for increased quota of Australian beef exports to Japan. Kerin 
visits Yaizu port, Shizuoka prefecture, Monday to discuss with Japanese tuna fishing 
representatives matters of mutual interest. He will leave for Beijing Wednesday. 


NIKAIDO SUPPORTS NAKASONE'S REELECTION BID 


OW141041 Tokyo KYODO in English 0916 GMT 14 May 84 


[Excerpt] Washington, May 14 KYODO -= Susumu Nikaido, the No 2 man of the ruling 
Liberal-Democratic Party, Monday gave the most clear sign yet that he plans to back Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone if he decides to run for another term as party leader. 
Nakasones first two-year term as LDP president ends in November this year, and the 65- 
year-old premier is widely believed to run for a second term. The post carries the 
prime ministership as the LDP commands a majority in both houses of the Diet, or 
parliament. 


Speaking to the Japanese press corps which accompanied him on his current U.S. trip, 
Nikaido gave a positive appraisal on the Nakasone administration, saying, "I have got 
nothing to fault about him." Nikaido's vague remark, a common practice among top 
Japanese politicians, was interpreted as a positive endorsement for Nakasone in the 
upcoming presidential race. 


Nikaido, a protege of former Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka and leader of the biggest 
interparty faction, was named vice president of the party last month, and his support 

is seen crucial for Nakasone's election bid. Both Tanaka, and other leading members 

of his faction, the largest power bloc within the LDP, have also indicated support for 
Nakasone. But as LDP vice president responsible for day-to-day management of the party, 
Nikaido's explicit endorsement for Nakasone is certain to trigger heated debate within 
the party. 


Nikaido also said he prefers the party to pick the presidential candidate through 
consultations rather than going through the process of primary elections. The people 
don't like the way we did it last time, Nikaido said in reference to the bitter primary 
contested in November 1982. 


According to party rules, the LDP presidential election must go through a primary if 
more than four candidates run for office. Nikaido, however, indicated that there were 
not enough candidates this time to justify a primary, saying that only the name of 
former Chief Cabinet Secretary Kiichi Miyazawa had so far been raised among party 
leaders as a potential contender for the top party job. 


"I haven't heard anything about (Foreign Minister Shintaro) Abe, (Finance Minister 
Noboru) Takeshita, or (Economic Planning Agency Director-General Toshio) Komoto," 

he added. Takeshita, a senior member of the Tanaka faction where Nikaido serves as 
the nominal leader, has been tipped as possible successor to Nakasone, while both Abe 
and Komoto ran unsuccessfully against Nakasone in the previous primary. 
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VRPR FLAYS WEINBERGER REMARKS IN TOKYO INTERVIEW 


SK141219 (Clandestine) Voice of the RPR in Korean to South Korea 1000 GMT 12 May 84 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] In this hour, I will discuss U.S. Defense Secretary Weinberger's absurd 
remarks made at the Foreign Press Club in Tokyo, Japan. 


On a visit to Japan for talks between the director general of Japan's Defense 
Agency and the U.S. defense secretary, Weinberger, in a so-called press conference 
held on 11 May at the Foreign Press Club in Tokyo, raved that the North is 
indiscriminately nourishing its military strength on the front and in the rear 
area, and the North's assertion that it would not invade the South is not trustworthy. 


Above all, Weinberger's gibberish about the North's indiscriminate nourishing of 
military strength on the front and in the rear area is an absurdity similar to a 
thief crying "stop thief!" 


As everyone knows, the United States, aggravating the situation on the Korean 
peninsula to an extreme degree and creating the danger of war there, is further 
spurring the strengthening of the combat capabilities of the U.S. forces in South 
Korea and the modernization of the South Korean Armed Forces on the far-fetched 
pretext of the North's threat, its military buildup, and so on. This fact was 
fully disclosed by what the United States said at the so-called 16th ROK-U.S. 
Security Consultative Conference. It said that it would bolster the combat 
capabilities of the U.S. forces in South Korea, increase the amount of foreign 
military sales for South Korea, and render it more support. The United States also 
said that it would jointly produce F-5 fighters and military equipment of all 
forms such as tanks and helicopters for deployment. 


In actuality, the United States is running amok in bolstering the combat capabilities 
of the U.S. forces in South Korea and modernizing the South Korean Armed Forces in 
order to realize its wicked objectives of permanently occupying South Korea and 
dominating he entire Korean peninsula. 


On 10 May THE WASHINGTON POST reported that the United States has sent an additional 
72 up-to-date F-16 fighter-bombers, 24 A-10 planes, and 100 new-type helicopters, 
including those for attacking tanks, for the U.S. forces in South Korea. Moreover, 
the United States has officially announced that it is helping South Korea's 

defense industry to produce fighters and new-type tanks. 


Nevertheless, U.S. Defense Secretary Weinberger, like a thief crying "stop thief," 
raved about the North's military buildup. This is a foolish act aimed at 
justifying their military buildup maneuvers and concealing the preparations for a 
war of northward invasion, 


It is a well know fact that there are presently, on this soil, some 40,000 U.S. 
troops, about a million South Korean troops armed with modern U.S. equipment, 
and about 1,000 nuclear weapons. In these circumstances, it is useless for 
Weinberger to rave about the North's military buildup, because no one would 
believe it. 


Weinberger also said that the North's assertion that it would not invade the South 
is not trustworthy. This is also the shameless gibberish of a warmonger. 


As the world knows, the North has proclaimed on more than one or two occasions 
that it has no desire to invade the South. 
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The proposal for tripartite talks, a most realistic and rational and most fair and just 
proposal which the North has put forth for the peaceful settlement of the question of the 
Korean peninsula, is one of the crystal-clear pieces of evidence that the North has no 
desire to invade the South. Nevertheless, Weinberger, spreading the word about the bogus 
threat of southward invasion, babbled that the North's efforts for peace are suspicious. 
This discloses the nature of the heinous aggressors and splittists, and cannot be 
construed otherwise. 


All these show that the United States, while talking about peace on the Korean peninsula 
and its peaceful reunification, is in reality seeking war and the perpetuation of the 
division of the nation. At the same time, all the facts show that Weinberger's absurd 
remarks are a sophism aimed at justifying the U.S. military buildup and a trick to conceal 


the belligerent nature of the United States, persisting in the maneuvers of aggression 
and war. 


The United States must correctly realize our masses' desire for independence, democracy, 
and reunification, and the trend of the times. It must act with discretion, withdraw the 
U.S. troops from South Korea, and immediately pull out the nuclear weapons, all other 
lethal weapons and military equipment in accordance with the unanimous demand at home 

and abroad. At the same time, it must immed2etely halt the reckless military buildup maneuvers 
aggravating the situation on the Korean peninsula and increasing the danger of war, and 
respond to the North's proposal for tripartite talks. 


PRAVDA ARTICLr CITED WEINBERGER'S VISIT TO SEOUL 


SK141548 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1515 GMT 14 May 84 


[Text] Moscow May 12 (KCNA) -- The soviet paper PRAVDA May 11 carried an article flaving 
the defence secretary's tour of South Korea. The paper said: 


U.S. Defence Secretary Weinberger's tour of South Korea came to a close. He attended an 
"annual security consultative meeting" of the United States and South Korea. The 
"meeting" discussed the "problems of strengthening regional defence", coordinating 
military cooperation between the United States and South Korea and the problem of 
increasing the U.S. "aid" to the South Korean "regime."’ 


Begging the United States for additional Supply of combat equipment, the South Korean 
puppets expressed their "readiness" to give more "privileges" to the over 40,000 U.S. 
troops occupying the South of the Korean peninsula. 


Weinberger confirmed the readiness of the United States to maintain its "nuclear umbrella" 
for South Korea in the future, too, and promised Seoul to supply it with new-type tanks, 
combat helicopters and artillery pieces. The dollar "aid" South Korea gets annually from 
foreign countries has reached the hundreds of million mark. In the fiscal 1984 alone, the 
South Korean "regime" will receive from the United States more than 250 million dollars 
for military purposes. 


Once Dulles likened the Korean peninsula to a "dagger" which can cut off a "[word 
indistinct] of meat" in Asia. Still today the U.S. imperialists are clinging to this 
"dagger" in an attempt to impose their will upon the peopie in this region and disturb 
stability and security there. 
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U.S. 'PLOT' TO BUILD B-52 BASE TN CHUNGCHONG 


SK140900 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2154 GMT 13 May 84 
[NODONG SINMUN 14 May commentary: "Dangerous Plot of Nuclear War Fanatics"] 


[Text] The December 1983 issue of KOREA REPORT, a Japanese magazine, reported that the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique are scheming to build a new air force 
base in South Chungchong Province and to deploy B-52 nuclear strategic bombers there under 
the U.S. Strategic Air Force at Anderson Air Force Base in Guam, inthe Pacific. The 
magazine noted that this question was proposed by traitor Chon Tu-hwan and negotiated 
during Reagan's visit to South Korea last November. This report by the Japanese magazine 
hints that the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean military, fascist clique are 
accelerating the provocation of a new war, a nuclear war in particular, in Korea. 


A bargain between the U.S. imperialists and the puppet clique to deploy B-52 nuclear 
strategic bombers in South Korea shows that they will stop at nothing to provoke a nuclear 
war in Korea. It goes without saying that the deployment of long-range nuclear 

strategic bombers in South Korea is needed to attack not only the northern half of the 
republic but also other Asian countries. The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppet clique hatched a plot to introduce strategic bombers into South Korea, where more 
than 1,000 nuclear weapons have already been deployed, a forward nuclear base covered 

with a forest of nuclear combat equipment. This is an unpardonable criminal act against 
the peoples of Korea and other Asian countries. 


What cannot be overlooked, moreover, is the fact that this question was raised and 
discussed by traitor Chon Tu-hwan. Traitor “hon Tu-hwan is an executor of the U.S. war 
policy and a war maniac who does anything fo~ a war of northward invasion. It is a 

known fact that, since the first day the puppet usurped power under the protection of the 
U.S. imperialists’ bayonets, he has repeatedly hegged for the presence of the U.S. 

troops in South Korea and for the offering of a nuclear umbrella and, furthermore, that 
he is even trying to introduce into South Korea neutron bombs which are rejected as a 
devil's weapon by the world's people. 


Forsaken by the people and driven into a blind alley, the Chon Tu-hwan clique is making 
desperate efforts to enjoy the support of the U.S. imperialist masters by further 
leaving South Korea to the tender mercies of the U.S. imperialist aggressors as their 
forward nuclear base, thus gratifying its lust for long-term power. 


It is not accidental that a foreign news agency has exposed the fact that traitor Chon 
Tu-hwan raised the question of introducing a U.S. strategic air force in South Korea under 
the system of tighter security and discussed it with Reagan for the purpose of securing 
his master's support for the puppet regime. This nakedly shows that the Chon Tu-hwan ring 
is a group of dirty colonial puppets who survive under the protection of the U.S. 
imperialists and a group of war maniacs who do not hesitate to plunge the territory into 
the sea of flames of a nuclear war. 


The U.S. imperialists’ maneuvers to build a strategic nuclear air force base in South 
Korea fully lay bare the peace mask, which they always wear, and show the world once again 
that they are the chieftain of aggression and war and the disturber of peace. 


The scheme of the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets to realize their sordid 
desire by provoking nuclear war is a miscalculation. Nothing can be solved with strength. 
Our proposal for tripartite- talks to avert the danger of war and to guarantee a 
precondition for peace and peaceful reunification is the most realistic and reasonable way 
to settle the Korean question. 
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The United States and the South Korean authorities must not resort to dangerous maneu- 
vers for nuclear war, but respond to our proposal for tripartite talks. 


KSDP_ STATEMENT DENOUNCES U.S. MOVES IN NICARAGUA 
SK131015 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0935 GMT 13 May 84 


[Text] Pyongyang May 13 (KCNA) -- The United States must stop at once its criminal 
aggressive moves against the Nicaraguan people, withdraw all its agyression forces 

and immediately discontinue aggressive and interventionist manoeuvres against the coun- 
tries in the Central American and Caribbean region, demanded the spokesman of the 
Central Committee of the Korean Social Democratic Party in a statement on May 11 
denouncing the U.S. aggressive moves against Nicaragua becoming more vicious these 
days. Noting that the shameless aggressive manoeuvres of the U.S. ruling quarters 

such as the laying of mines at Nicaraguan ports and the invasion of San Juan 

del Norte Port are a grave infringement upon the independence and territorial integrity 
of this country and an unpardonable criminal act to bar the independent and democratic 
development of the Nicaraguan people and subordinate this country to them again, 

the statement says: 


The Central Committee of the Korean Social Democratic Party which puts forth indepen- 
dence, sovereignty, democracy, peace and defence cf human rights as its basic political 
calls vehemently denounces with bitter indignation the U.S. aggressive acts against new- 
born Nicaragua, regarding them as a wanton violation of international law and national 
sovereignty and unpardonable challenge to the people of all countries who love justice, 
freedom and peace. 


Tne heinous aggressive manoeuvres of the United States against the Nicaraguan people 
are an escalation of the undeclared war against independent and progressive countries 
in Central America and an open brigandism for causing the second Grenada incident. 
The U.S. ruling quarters are trying to justify their aggressive acts, clamouring 
about "prevention of intrusion of outside forces.'' With no amount of attempts, 
however, can the United States conceal its brigandish aggressive acts or block the 
vigorous advance of the Nicaraguan people for defence of national independence and 
building of a new society. 


To defend the precious revolutionary gains of the Nicaraguan people is a noble inter- 
national duty of all the anti-imperialist and independent peaceloving forces of the 
world today. The Central Committee of the KSDP resolutely opposes the U.S. aggressive 
manoeuvres against Nicaragua and expresses firm solidarity with the Sandinist government and 
the Nicaraguan people in their just struggle for safeguarding the sovereignty and 
independence of the country and preserving peace in the Central American and Caribbean 
region. 


a a ee 


SK141100 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1032 GMT 14 May 84 


[Text] Pyongyang May 14 (KCNA) -- NODONG SINMUN today comes out with an article 
titled "Agent of the United States That Appeared in Central America", which lashes 
at the criminal act of the Israeli aggressors in increasing military support 

to the pro-American dictatorial regimes in the Central American region in place 

of the United States. 
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Noting that the Israeli aggressors regird Central America as a major market of weapons 
and are now taking the place of the United States in militarizing the dictatorial regimes 
in Central America, the paper says: 


Over the past 10 years the Israeli Zionists have rendered a colossal amount of military 
aid to the reactionaries in El Salvador, Guatemala ana Honduras on the directives of 
Washington. The pro-U.S. Somoza dictatorial regime on Nicaragua which was toppled by 
the Sandinist revolution had also been supplied with weapons by Israel. 


Israel's milicary aid covers the ranges from the supply of rifles and ammunitions, 
warplanes, tanks, rockets and electronic equipment to the supply of military information 
and dispatch of "military advisors." 


The role of Israel acting for the United States in supplying weapons to the dictatorial 
regimes in the Central American region finds more graphic expression in the fact that 
in case the U.S. imperialists find assumes this assignment. 


This clearly tells that the Israeli brigands alongside the U.S. imperialists are a 
thorough-paced enemy not only of the Arab people but also of the peoples in Central 
America. 


By rolling up their sleeves in the practice of giving military aid to the pro-American 
dictatorial regimes in the Central American region in place of the United States the 
Israeli Zionists try to reap a series of political and economic "harvest." 


Israel seeks, above all, to receive more active support and encouragmeent of the U.S. 
imperialists in return for its "support" to the U.S. Central America policy and thus 
realize i:s aggressive expansionist ambition in the Middle East. 


On the other hand, Israel which has been isolated and rejected at home and abroad tries 
to drum up political support of the pro-American dictators in Central America who have 
outlived their days, by siding with them, and thus deliver itself from the solitary 
position. 


ARREST OF SPY RINGS IN SOUTH CALLED FABRICATION 


SK140234 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2153 GMT 12 May 84 
[NODONG SUNMUN 13 May commentary: '"Prearranged Anticommunist Intrigues"] 


[Text] On 10 May, the puppet National Security Planning Agency of South Korea, a den 
of intelligence and intrigue, announced that it had uncovered three spy rings of the 
North and launched malicious anticommunist and antirepublic rackets. The wretches 
perpetrated the tyranny of arresting an overseas employee from Sosan, South Chungchong 
Province, and two Korean waitresses in Osaka, Japan, on charges of involvement in the 
spy ring case. The puppets staged a drama of self-surrender of a Japan-resident Korean 
from Sunchang, North Cholla Province, who had allegedly smuggled himself into Seoul 
after his false conversion to Mindan. 


IV- 15 May 84 D 6 NORTH KOREA 


To give credibility to its anticommunist drama of intrigue, the Chon Tu-hwan ring is 
noisily advertising that three spy rings, including a spy ring of overseas employees 

and a spy ring of waitresses, were rounded up, and it is raising a row, saying that they 
entered South Korea at the instruction of the North and attempted to gather information 
on attack targets, major facilities, and sports facilities for the Olympics. Proceeding 
from an insidious political aim, this is a matchlessly low-rate drama of sheer fabrica- 
tion which has nothing to do with us. 


Having fabricated as many as three spy ring cases at one time, the Chon Tu-hwan ring 
is making a din. This is a premeditated drama of intrigue by the Chon Tu-hwan ring, 
which is terrified by the anti-U.S. and antifascist struggle of the South Korean 
youths, students, and people, which is becoming fierce with the approach of the fourth 
anniversary of the Kwangju popular uprising, to block their struggle. 


Marking the 24th anniversary of the 19 April popular uprising, a vigorous struggle of 
youths, students, and people was staged in South Korea to liquidate the fascist colonial 
ruling system of the U.S. imperialists and achieve the democratization of society. 

This struggle is now likely to be intensified further on the eve of the fourth anniver- 
sary of the heroic Kwangju popular uprising. 


Under these circumstances, the Chon Tu-hwan ring is using a stratagem of slander against 
us. This is nothing more than a ridiculous trickery aimed at riding over the crisis by 
repressing the anti-U.S., antifascist fighting spirit of youths, students, and people 
and their desire for reunification and by diverting their attention elsewhere. 


In staging the rackets, the Chon Tu-hwan ring links the fabricated incidents with the 
Olympic Cames. Hidden in this is a wicked scheme to escape the denunciations and 
criticisms which are rising at home and abroad against its betrayal of rupturing the 
North-South sports talks for the formation of a single team by politicizing them. By 
circulating such fabrications, the puppets also seek to smear the prestige and authority 
of our republic and to block the righteous activities of overseas compatriots. 


A so-called spy case of infiltration is a stereotyped trick which the puppets frequently 
come out with to justify their fascist suppression and war rackets, to incite confronta- 
tion, and to promote division. Whenever we have set forth new formulas for 
reunification and proposals for negotiations, the puppets have answered them by defaming 
us by faking incidents of intrigue, such as wild ambition for communization and 
infiltration. Even though such wretches, with the support of the U.S. masters, are 
raising a row by again calling our proposal for tripartite talks, embodying our lofty 
desire for national salvation, a camouflaged peace offensive and by coming out 

with infiltration of spies, nothing is new and no one will listen to their row. Even 

if the Chon Tu-hwan group cooked up a hundred spy ring cases, it would get nothing 

from them. 


The South Korean puppet clique must renounce its foolish delusion of inciting confronta- 
tion by cooking up fictitious cases and using them as a means for maintaining its power 
and must reiease without delay the inhabitants and overseas Koreans whom it has 
illegally arrested and imprisoned. 


POPE'S VISIT DENOUNCED AS HAVING AIDED CHON 


SK100847 (Clandestine) Voice of the RPR in Korean to South Korea 1300 GMT 9 May 84 


[Text] The masses from all strata are unanimously saying that the papal visit to South 
Korea has left them with an unpleasant impression. A professor Choe at Chonnam 
University in Kwangju said: Throughout his visit to South Korea, the pope lectured our 
people on obeying the current fascist system, 
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Our people are now calling for the overthrow of the Chon Tu-hwan regim.. Chon Tu-hwan 
is a human butcher who, under U.S. orders, ruthlessly massacred thousands of Kwangju 
citizens. Thousands of people who buried their beloved sons, daughters, brothers, 

and husbands on Mudung Hill in Kwangju are vowing revenge, fuming with wrath. 


Running counter to the Kwangju citizens’ will, the pope stressed that they should 
reconcile with the murderer Chon Tu-hwan and forgive him. Although the bereaved 
families in Kwangju pleaded with the pope to bring back the lives of those who were 
ruthlessly murdered by Chon Tu-hwan, he refused. All this proves that the purpose 

of the pope's visit to South Korea was to placate our people's anti-U.S. and anti- 
government sentiment and to protect and countenance Chon Tu-hwan, who devotes himself 
to terrorism, massacre, and repression. 


He denounced the papal visit to South Korea as having resulted only in connivance 
with and aiding and abetting of terrorism, murder, and human right abuses in this land. 


A Kim, a student at Sogang University, said: The pope's responding to Chon Tu-hwan's 
impure political purpose is intolerable. During his visit, the pope talked as if 

he were an apostle of peace wherever he went. He, however, never said a word about 
Chon Tu-hwan's tyrannical rule or about democracy and freedom being obliterated by 
Chon Tu-hwan's rule. Speaking about violence, no nation has such a vast number of 
prisons, policemen, and intelligence agents as South Korea. This land is a prison 
without bars in the best sense of the word and a place where human rights are trampled 
underfoot. 


Because of the presence of some 40,000 U.S. troops in this land, the South Korean 

Army numbering some 1 million, some 1,000 nuclear weapons, and daily military 
exercises, a dangerous situation that could trigger a war at any time has been created 
in this land. Therefore, unless all such repressive devices and systems are dismantled, 
settling peace on the Korean peninsula is impossible. 


Ignoring such a reality, the pope lectured the South Korean people to refrain from 
struggling against Chon Tu-hwan and live peacefully. He meant to atrophy our people's 
battle spirit and tell us to succumb to the current system. 


Kim denounced the pope's words as an act of supporting the Chon Tu-hwan ring, which 
is suppressing the people's fight for independence, democracy, and reunification and 
running amok to provoke a new war. 


A Kang, an employee of a company in Pusan, said: It is an act of mocking our people 
that the pope, coming close to Chon Tu-hwan, whom our people are trying to overthrow, 
positively supported and protected him. 


We cannot help feeling outraged over the acts of the pope, who has thrown cold water 
on our workers' and university students’ anti-U.S. and antigovernment struggle. The 
pope even lectured our workers in Pusan on cooperation between the employees and 
employers. By so doing, the pope tried to placate our workers’ anti-U.S. and anti- 
government sentiment for democracy and the rights to exist and to protect the business 
owners’ unlimited exploitation and human rights abuses. This can never be tolerated. 


Because of a handful of evil businessmen who are protected by the Chon Tu-hwan ring, 
millions upon millions of workers are being ruthlessly exploited and their human 
rights are completely trampled underfoot. The businessmen, while driving the workers 
to the brink of starvation and forcing all sorts of hard labor on them, are paying 
them starvation wages which fall short of one-third of the lowest possible subsistance 
wage. Did the pope mean that we should not resist such a tragic reality and should 
endure it? 
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He said: Even though the Chon Tu-hwan ring is trying to placate our people's anti-U.S. 
and antigovernment sentiment and to achieve its ambiticn for long-term office by 
dragging even the pope into its ploy, its acts will only accelerate the anti-U.S. and 
antigovernment strvegle. 


RELIGIONISTS I: 30v.+. STRUGGLING AGAINST FASCISM 


SK141610 Pyongy.: -CxaA in English 1520 GMT 14 May 84 


[fext] Pyongyang May 14 (KCNA) -- The South Korean believers are waging the righteous 
struggle against the fascist dicta*>rship and for freedom and democracy. 


Their struggles against f:.scism numbered over 20, even according to data released in the 
first nine months of last year. These struggles were participated in by the Christian 
Church Council, the Christian Measure Council, and the Young Men's Christian Association 
as Christian organisations in South Korea and the Mission of Catholic Archbishops in 
Kwangju as a Catholic organisation, and the Korea Organization of Christianism and 
Catholicism as a joint organisation of Christianism and Catholicism. 


The Mission of Catholic Archbishops in Kwangju, in its statement made public in May 
last year on the third anniversary of the Kwangju popular uprising, denounced the mur- 
derous atrocities of the puppet clique in Kwangju and demanded the "probe into the truth 
of the Kwangju incident" and "freedom of speech" and so on. 


More than 2,000 Christian and Catholic believers each had memorial services at the 
Namdong Cathedral and one other church in Kwangju on the anniversary of the Kwangju 
popular uprising and lashed at the military fascist clique's murderous acts. 


South Korean believers turned out to the anti-"government" struggle and actively waged 
all forms of struggle including street demonstrations and lecture meetings each time 
they had an opportunity, such as the April 19 popular uprising anniversary and the March 
first uprising anniversary. In their struggles slogans "Away with Chon Tu-hwan" anc 
"Abolish fascist evil laws" and the like were put up. 


South Korean believers are directing the spearhead of their struggle against the United 
States, a protector of the fascist clique, and joining in the ranks of the anti-U.S. 
struggle for independence. 


Mun Ik-hwan, a religionist, when interviewed by a correspondent of a publication issued 
in Hong Kong in March last year, said that "the United States is not interested in the 
question of democracy in South Korea or of human rights" and called for the early with- 
drawal of U.S. troops from South Korea. 


The Korea Organization of Christianism and Catholicism published an anti-U.S. statement 
titled "Our View on Arson at the American Cultural Centre in Pusan" in the name of 42 
pastors and priests in Apri 1982, and condemned the U.S. imperialists’ colonial policy 
towards South Korea and lauded the actions of the students and religionists who set fire 
to the "American Cultural Centre." 


Synchronizing with this, more than 500 young believers belonging to the Young Men's 
Christian Association expressed support to arson at the "American Cultural Centre" in 
Pusan and held an anti-U.S. demonstration shouting "United States, go hack home." 
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Many reiigious figures, in their conversation with the pope in Seoul on May 6, stressed 
that "the Chon Tu-hwan 'regime' is undemocratic and dictatorial one." 


With no suppression can the Chon Tu-hwan fascist clique call a halt to the struggle of 
believers against fascism. 


SOUTH'S STUDENTS DENIED ELEMENTARY LIBERTIES 


SK141155 Pyongyaug KCNA in English 1000 GMT 14 May 84 


[Text] Pyongyang May 14 (KCNA) -- South Korean students are denied even the elementary 
liberties and rights due to the repression and treecheries of the Chon Tu-hwan puppet 
clique. After grabbing "power" traitor Chon Tu-hv 1 embarked upon fascistizing campus 
still further to suppress the struggle of the © udents, fearful of their mevement most 
of all. The puppet clique infiltrated into campus five times as many secret agents as 
under the "Yusin'" fascist rule and bound campus ever tighter to the fascist chains 

by malrevising "school regulations." 


The "graduation limit system'' which is in force according to the revised "regulations" 
is a most reactionary system to fascistize campus and expell patriotic and progressive 
students. Under this system the puppet clique "legalize" the enrolment of 30 percent 

more students than the fixed number and expulsion of "problematic" students under the 

pretext of "poor school records," 


And the puppet clique drive university teachers into the suppression of students by 
malrevising the "educational law'' involving the "system of assigning professors to the 
guidance of students", the "system of suspension from school for guidance" and the 
"system of recommendation of professors". Under the "system of suspension from school 
for guidance", progressive students are suspended from s hool any time and pressganged 
into the puppet army under the "military service law". Under this system, the puppet 
clique forcibly drafted into the puppet army numerous university students including 
1,300 of Seoul University and 640 of Koryo University during the first semester of 
last year. Some of them were murdered in cold blood in the puppet army. 


While strengthening the "student Homeland Defence Corps", a military organization, 
traitor Chon Tu-hwan has largely extended the hours of military training and even 
forces on the students "alert duty" in frontline areas. The puppet clique have turned 
campus into a place for extortion and a means of money-making. Last year, the puppet 
clique collected from each university student 836,000-1,166,000 wonin admission fees. 
If other miscellaneous fees are added to this, the school fees of a student amount 

to 3 million won, 


DEMONSTRATION AT YONSEI UNIVERSITY REPORTED 


SK121542 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1510 GMT 12 May 84 


[Text] Pyongyang May 12 (KCNA) -- Over 1,500 students of Yonsei University in Seoul 

on May 11 turned a "university festival" into an anti-"government" rally, according 

to a REUTER report. The letter denouncing the fascist suppression by the Chon Tu-hwan 
military hooligans was read at the meeting. 
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After the meeting students, marching arm-in-arm, called for the resignation of the 
traitor Chon Tu-hwan, whom they described as a "fascist dictator." They also denounced 
the crime of the fascist clique pressganging students leading anti-"government" protests 
into the military and demanded an end to this practice of the fascist clique. 


When the students attempted to leave the campus into the steets more than 200 puppet 
riot police kept ready around the campus threw tear gas shells at the demonstrators. But 
the students fought stubbornly for two hours, hurling stones at them. 


Meanwhile, students of Mokwon University in Taejon, South Chungchong Province, waged an 
anti-"government" struggle that day, the report said. 


The massive demonstration of the students which broke out again when the anti-U.S., 
anti-"government" spirit was growing among the South Korean people on the threshold of 
the fourth anniversary of the Kwangju popular uprising makes the Chon Tu-hwan puppet 
clique tremble with greater uneasiness and fear. 


KOREANS IN JAPAN OPPOSE ‘REGISTRATION LAW' 


SK120457 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0444 GMT 12 May 84 


[Text] Tokyo May 10 (KNS-KCNA) -- A meeting of Koreans in Japan and Japanese figures 
opposing the "Foreigners Registration Law" was held on April 23 in Sapporo, Hokkaido, 
under the cosponsorship of the Hokkaido headquarters of the General Association of 
Korean Residents in Japan (Chongnyon) and the Hokkaido headquarters of the Japan 
Sccialist Party. 


The meeting was addressed by Kang Hwa-sok, student of the senior course of the Hokkaido 
Korean Primary, Junior and Senior Middle School, on behalf of the Korean youth and 
children in Hokkaido. He said that the Korean youth and children have their human rights 
violated wantonly by the "Foreigners Registration Law'' and are forced to carry always the 
"Foreigners registration card." 


At the meeting Seiichi Inaba, Socialist member of the House of Representatives, exposed 
the repressive nature of the "Foreigners Registration Law' and the unjustified use of 
the finger-print cards of Koreans in Japan by the Japanese police authorities in the 
criminal investigation. He pointed to the fact that the Japan Socialist Party recently 
submitted a bill for revision of the law to the Japanese Diet and the Japan-Korea 
Friendship Solidarity People's Council launched a campaign to collect one million 
signatures in demand of the revision of the law. 


At the meeting speeches were also made by Ha Chang-ck, director of the Social Affairs 
Department of the Central Standing Committee of the General Association of Korean 
Residents in Japan, on the compatriots’ demand and struggle for the revision of the 
"Foreigners Registration Law". Katsusuke Ozawa, Socialist member of the House of 
Representatives, on the investigation of the violation of human rights committee under 
the "Foreigners Registration Law'', Masahiro Nomura, deputy director of the Political 
Department of the Workers Unions of the All-Japan Autonomous Organisation, on his 
organisation's movement for the revision of the law. 


Saying that the infringement upon the human rights of the Koreans in Japan under the 
"Foreigners Registration Law" is an expression of the national discrimination and 
chauvinism, the meeting adopted a resolution on expanding the scope of the movement for 
the revision of the law including such demands as abolition of the finger-print system, 
constant carrying of the registration card and penal system. 
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HU YAOBANG INTERVIEW WITH XINHUA ON VISIT CITED 


SK150221 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2100 GMT 13 May 84 


[Text] Comrade Hu Yaobang, general secretary of the CPC Central Committee, responded to 
questions raised by a XINHUA reporter in Yanji City on 12 May, upon his return from 
a visit to our country, 


In the answers, referring to his talks with the great leader Comrade Kim Ill-song, he 
said: Comrade Yang Shangkun and I had many rounds of talks, in a sincere and friendly 
atmosphere, with Comrade Kim Ill-song, Comrade Kim Chong-il, and other leading comrade 
cadres of the Korean party and government. We had profound discussions focusing on the 
situation on the Korean peninsula and the independent and peaceful reunification of 
Korea, concerning which we had completely identical views. We fully agree with the 
stance of Comrade Kim Il-song and the WPK: the general goal -- independent and peaceful 
reunification; the principle -- the realization of reunification in the form of confed- 
eration; and the means -=- negotiations. 


Comrade Kim Il-song repeatedly said that the DPRK sincerely hopes for a relaxation of 
the situation on the Korean peninsula. He said that the northern side of Korea will 
never do anything that might impede the stabilization of the situation; still less 

does it intend to invade the South. I think that the alleged intention of the northern 
side of Korea to invade the South is sheer nonsense. 


Touching on the question of achieving the country's reunification in the form of 
confederation as proposed by the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, he said: I think 
this is the most realistic and best way to achieve the peaceful reunification of the 
Korean peninsula. At the Sixth WPK Congress in 1980, Comrade Kim I1-song put forth 

a proposal for reunifying the fatherland by founding the Democratic Confederal Republic 
of Koryo on the basis of mutual recognition and tolerance by the North and the South of 
each other's ideologies and systems. When stating again the proposal for the confedera- 
tion in 1983, Comrade Kim Il-song proposed that the North and the South assume by turns 
the joint chairmanship of the Supreme National Confederal Assembly and the joint chair- 
manship of the confederal Standing Committee in the future. 


Referring to the DPRK's proposal for tripartite talks, Comrade Hu Yaobang said: We 
have fully exchanged views on this matter. Comrade Kim I]-song explicitly told me that 
the DPRK sincerely hopes to resolve the Korean question through negotiations. At the 
mass rally welcoming us in Pyongyang, Comrade Kim Il-song made it clear that he hopes 
that the United States and the South Korean rulers will accept this genuine peace 
proposal and make contact with the northern side of Korea to seek a solution to the 
question. This is a very reasonable stand. I think that talks are the only way to 
resolve the question. 


We have consistently opposed the stationing of U.S. troops in South Korea. We hope that 
the U.S. authorities will take seriously the just stand of the northern side of Korea 
and settle this question step by step through contacts and talks. 


Pointing out that he was impressed by the grand and warm welcome during his visit to 
Korea, Comrade Hu Yaobang said: We were deeply impressed by the organizational 
discipline, efficiency in work, and spirit of continual study of the Korean people. 

This is worth seriously studying on the part of our people. From the excited expression 
in the eyes of those in the welcoming crowd -- tens of thousands of men and women, 

old and young -- we could see a most profound and deep friendship toward the Chinese 
people everywhere; in the capital of Pyongyang or in the border cities of Simiju 

and Namyang; in the port city of Wonsan, Hamhung, and Chongjin or at the mountain- 
embraced Komdok General Mining Enterprise. 
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Comrade Kim Il-song accompanied us throughout our visit to Korea, ignoring his advanced 
age and the hardship [sugo]. When we expressed our indebtedness for such a grand 
welcome accorded us, he said that it was aimed at passing the Korea-China friendship 
down through generations, What he said has expressed the common desire of the peoples 
of our two countries. The great Sino-Korean friendship can withstand any ordeal, 


Referring to the achievements in Korea's socialist economic construction and the prospect 
for economic cooperation between the two countries, Comrade Hu Yaobang said: This is my 
second visit to Korea in some 2 years. Several aspects of Korea's economic construction 
impressed me very much. One is that the capital city of Pyongyang has greatly changed 
as compared with 2 years ago. New multistoried dwelling houses were erected. The 

other is the new breakthroughs in Korea's development of the nonferrous metal industry. 


Noting that the Komdok General Mining Enterprise has set up its third ore dressing plant 
in merely a little more than 1 year, Comrade Hu Yaobang said that such a construction 
speed is not common in the world and this has brought new beneficial conditions for 
overall Korean economic development. Korea has gained experiences in developing the 
nonferrous metal industry by uniting efforts. This is worth accepting on our part. In 
addition, the WPK Central Committee has (?already) put forth the task of further 
developing the economy and increasing the people's standard of living by carrying out 
the revolution in light industry. 


The two sides have agreed to further expand economic and technological cooperation, I 
can foresee that in line with the development of two countries’ economies and 
technologies, such cooperation will expand and its forms will become more diverse. 


CHINESE PAPER CITED ON RESULTS OF HU YAOBANG'S VISIT 


SK150227 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2100 GMT 13 May 84 


[Text] The 12 May edition of JIEFANGJUN BAO carried an article entitled "A New Chapter 
in the Great Sino-Korean Friendship."" The paper said that Comrade Hu Yaobang's smooth 
and successful visit to Korea has recorded a new brilliant chapter in the history of the 
great Sino-Korean friendship. The paper noted: Comrade Hu Yaobang has solemnly stated 
again that China fully supports the Korean people's cause in opposing interference by 
outside forces and in achieving the fatherland's independent and peaceful reunification. 


The paper said that the Chinese and Korean peoples are brothers who share life and death, 
and joys and sorrows, (?breathe) jointly, and share fortunes, It stressed that Comrade 
Hu Yaobang's recent visit to Korea has developed the traditional Sino-Korean friendship 
to a higher stage. 
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EDITORIAL ON DPRK=PRC, DPRK-USSR RELATIONS 


SK142357 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 15 May 84 p 4 
[Editorial: '"P'yang Pendulum] 


[Text] With Chinese Communist Party chief Hu Yaobang having wound up a week-long visit 
to Pyongyang over the weekend, North Korea's Kim Il-song is about to make his first tour 
to Moscow in 17 years, reportedly setting out next week. What makes their tours all the 
more noteworthy is the fact that they are part of a round of briskdiplomatic activity 
taking place recently in Northeast Asia, as well as delicate triangular relations 
linking the three Communist states -- the rivalry between China and the Soviet Union 
with North Korea walking on a tightrope between them. Hu made the tour to North Korea 
only a few days after a much-publicized visit to China by U.S. President Ronald Reagan, 
which in turn closely followed that by Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone in late 
March. The Chinese party chief's visit to Pyongyang, the second in two years, was 
ostensibly designed to \rief North Korean leaders about the U.S. and Japanese chief 
executives’ talks in Beijing, which both covered the Korea question among other issues. 


According to communist news media, Hu scored an "enormous success" by reaching a 
concensus with his Pyongyang counterparts on ways of resolving the Korea issue, with the 
Chinese endorsing North Korea's calls for three-way talks, confederation for a unified 
Korea, and withdrawal of U.S. troops from South Kores. While details of the Pyongyang 
talks are shrouded by secrecy, early indications are that the Chinese visitor might have 
also tried to seek North Korean moderation in tackling inter-Korean problems and in its 
deals with the United States and Japan. But, it is questionable whether Hu was successfu 
in convincing Kim of such a need, who must be still apprehensive over China's growing 
non-political exchanges with South Korea and, moreover, who is about to visit the Soviet 
Union, China's arch-rival. If the Beijing leader's tour was more or less tuned to moder- 
ation, as speculated by some quarters, that Chinese approach might have been aimed at 
minimizing the amplitude of the Pyongyang pendulm, which has begun to sway between 
Beijing and Moscow once again. 


In this regard, drawing keen concern is how Moscow will react to Kim's upcoming visit, 
which appears to be purported to regain his diplomatic leverage in the Sino-Russian 
rivalry and to seek Moscow's blessing for his son and heir apparent, Chong-il, as well as 
to obtain Soviet economic and military assistance, especially sophisticated weapons which 
China cannot provide. The acceptance of Kim's trip itself marks an end to a prolonged 
period of cool ties between the Soviet Union and North Korea, timed with Moscow's renewed 
moves, featuring both conciliatory and hardline gestures, to accommodate with or 
effectively contain China. 


Also notable in terms of timeing is that Kim's tour is coincident with Moscow's drive of 
intransigent policies in East-West relations, as illustrated by its persistent rebuff 

to resume arms control negotiations with the United States and its latest boycott of the 
Los Angeles Olympics. Such outstanding variables may result in Moscow's wayward 

attempts to keep North Korea on its aide and to encourage Pyongyang's hardline stand, thu 
throwing cold water on the speculated Chinese hope, obviously shared by other parties, 

to see the extent of Pyongyang pendulum's swing minimized. Indeed, there is a fear that 
North Korea, having been cornered in the world community due to its provocative terrorism 
and financial insolvency may try to fish in the "troubled waters" of international situat 
in its quest for a breakthrough. Thus, Kim's forthcoming trip to Moscow is closely watched 
with hopes that all parties concerned spare no efforts indiscouraging any factors which may 
undermine the precarious peace and stability on the Korean peninsula and in the Northeast 


Asian region. 
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ROK-PRC LITERARY MEETINGS DISCUSSED AT CONVENTION 


SK150607 Seoul YONHAP in English 0552 GMT 15 May 84 


[Excerpts] Tokyo, May 15 (YONHAP) -- Following sports exchanges earlier this year, 
South Korea and Mainland China are likely to expand their contacts in non-political 
fields to literature as literary figures of the two nations are cautiously sounding each 
other out on the issue at an international writers' meeting that opened here Monday. 
Some South Korean and Chinese representatives to the 47th International Pen Congress 

had two unusual separate breakfast meetings Tuesday morning and discussed the possibility 
of exchange visits by novelists, poets, playwrights and other writers of the two nations. 
During her meeting with Chinese representatives, Korean Pen President Chon Sak-hui 
expressed to the Chinese her hope to invite Chinese writers to South Korea and said 
South Korean iuthors are ready to visit the communist country if invited. China Pen 
Center Vice President Zhu Ziqi and some other Chinese delegates attended the meetings. 
Seoul has no official relations with Beijing. 


In reply to Chon's proposal, the Chinese delegates said they favor the idea in principle, 
adding, "We would like to visit South Korea at any time."" They also said they could not 
give a clear answer to the proposal immediately because they cannot decide on the matier 
by themselves and must await their government's final decision on the issue. They ex- 
pected, however, that Chinese writers will visit South Korea if it succeeds in its at- 
tempt to hold the 1987 International Pen Congress in Seoul. The two nations’ delegates 
exchanged their own works, and packs of ginseng tea and some souvenirs as gifts. After 
the meeting Chon said she plans to hold a dinner for Chinese representatives Wednesday. 


South Korean representatives to the congress also had contacts with Chinese delegates 
Monday in a reception which followed the opening ceremony of the International Writers’ 
Convention. Experts here said more contacts are expected to occur between South Korean 
and Chinese representatives during the congress, which will last until May 18. Some 
600 authors from 40 countries, including 33 South Koreans, are attending the congress. 


CHINA FAILS TO BLOCK ROK ELECTION TO WHO BOARD 


SK150335 Seoul YONHAP in English 0304 GMT 15 May 84 


[Text] Seoul, May 15 (YONHAP) -- South Korea was elected Monday as an Executive Board 
member of the World Health Organization representing the West Pacific region, the 
Foreign Ministry said Tuesday. In the U.N. agency's general committee meeting held 
Monday in Geneva to elect 10 members of the 3l-nation board, South Korea was chosen to 
replace Japan whose term had ended. China and Malaysia still hold their seats on the 
board representing the West Pacific region. 


The election puts South Korea on the board for the second time. South Korea served as 

a board member between 1960 and 1963. North Korea, however, failed to be elected as a 

board member representing the Southeast Asian region, according to the ministry. Indo- 
nesia and Thailand became the board members representing the region. The World Health 

Assembly, which opened in Geneva May 7 and will continue until May 18, is scheduled to 

approve the election results May 16, the ministry said. 


An informed source at the ministry said China tried to block South Korea's election by 
recommending Australia and West Samoa. Australia, however, withdrew from the election 
on its own volition. The source added the Chinese maneuvers seemed to have been 
inspired by North Korea. 


IV. 15 May 84 BURMA Gl 


KAREN ASSAULTS NEAR THAI BORDER AREA HIGHLIGHTED 


BK130713 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 13 May 84 p 3 


[Text] Mae Sot -- Burmese gunners yesterday unleashed fierce artillery and mortar 
barrages on four Karen rebel redoubts near the Thai border opposite Tak Province. A 
Border Patrol Police source told the BANGKOK POST last night that nearly 50 shells 

landed in Ban Huai Kalok, opposite the rebel stronghold at Wang Kaeo. The cross-border 
shelling prompted Thai security forces to fire back in warning with more than 10 barrages 
of 155mm artillery shells. 


The source said 16 Burmese troops, including a captain, were killed and eight others 
wounded in yesterday's assaults against the Karen strongholds at Phalu and Wang Kaeo. 
The rebels suffered four dead at Wang Kaeo, the source added. 


The Burmese bombardment of Phalu, Wang Kaeo, Maw Po Kay and Mae Salit began simultane- 
ously at around 7 a.m. and continued until late at night. Sporadic fighting between 
Burmese troops and Karen rebels was also reported at the four battle sites. But the 
source said that the shelling at Phalu was the heaviest yesterday even though Rangoon 
had committed the largest number of troops -- about 1,200 -- in their bid to wrest con- 
trol of Wang Kaeo, which is apparently the Karens' most important economic lifeline. 


The source said the rebels put up fierce resistance and until yesterday were still in 
full control of the four bases. However, the source added that Burmese troops yesterday 
managed to get into the civilian encampment at Phalu and set fire to nearly 100 houses. 
One Thai police paratrooper was injured by shrapnel from Burmese shells which landed in 
Ban Huai Kalok on Friday. He was later sent to Mae Sot District hospital. 


The source said he expected Rangoon to keep up military pressure on the Karens for the 
next couple of days. 


AWARDS GIVEN TO DPRK, KAREN SABOTEURS' CAPTURERS 


BK111430 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 11 May 84 


[Text] Minister of Home and Religious Affairs Major General Min Gaung today presented 
certificates of merit and awards to seven persons who helped capture three North Korean 
defendants -- Chin Mo, Kang Min-chol, and Sim Ki-chul -- who tried to escape after 
exploding bombs by remote control at the Martyrs' Mausoleum on 9 October 1983. 


Certificates of merit and awards were also presented to three other persons who helped 
captured Karen National Union insurgent-saboteurs along with weapons and ammunition on 
3 March 1984. The insurgent-saboteurs arrived secretly in Rangoon on a sabotage 
mission. The certificates and awards were presented to all 10 persons at a ceremony 
held at 1400 today. The ceremony was attended by relatives of the recipients, respon- 
sible officials from the Ministry of Home and Religious Affairs, and the secretary of 
the Executive Committee of the Rangoon Division People's Council. 


FOREIGN MINISTER J CHIT HLAING VISITS SOUTH ASIA 


For coverage of the visit by Minister for Foreign Affairs U Chit Hlaing to Bangladesh, 
Nepal and India, see the Bangladesh, India and Nepal sections of the 4 May South Asia 
DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 
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SPOKESMAN REJECTS 8 MAY ASEAN STATEMENT 


BK141236 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1145 GMT 14 May 84 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK May 14 -- A spokesman for the Foreign Ministry of the People's 
Republic of Kampuchea has rejected the statement of the recent conference of the 

ASEAN foreign ministers and strongly condemns the latter's intervention in the internal 
affairs of Kampuchea. In a statement issued Monday the spokesman says: 


"On May 8, following their conference, the foreign ministers of the ASEAN countries 
made public a statement in which they again level charges at the Armed Forces of the 
People's Republic of Kampuchea and the volunteer army of Vietnam, alleging that they 
had attacked refugee camps and the civilian populations in areas along the Kampuchean- 
Thai border and had violated the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Thailand. 
The ASEAN countries renewed their support for the so-called ‘Coalition Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea’ and for its effort to usurp the Kampuchean people's rirht to 
self-determination. These were slanderous allegations against the People's Republic 
of Kampuchea and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and a blatant interference in the 
internal affairs of the Kampuchean people. 


As is known by all, the expansionists and hegemonists in Beijing have been colluding 
for five years now with U.S. imperialism and regional reaction in seeking to stage a 


comeback for the genocidal clique of Pol Pot to oppose the rebirth of the Kampuchean 
people. 


The ruling circles in Thailand have actively assisted Beijing in carrying out these 
sinister designs. They have granted sanctuaries and all sorts of aid to the Polpotists 
and other Khmer reactionaries for sabotage against the People's Republic of Kampuchea 
and of peace and security along the Kampuchean-Thai border. It is Thai Armed Forces 
that have many times taken provocative acts against the People's Republic of Kampuchea, 
in brutal violation of its sovereignty and territorial integrity. 


The slanderous allegations made by the Thai ruling circles and the reactionaries in 
Beijing against the People's Republic of Kampuchea and the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam and repeated in the May 8 statement of the ASEAN foreign ministers only serve 
to cover up the criminal acts of the reactionaries in Beijing and the Thai leadership 
against the People's Republic of Kampuchea and all the three countries of Indochina. 


[he Foreign Ministry of the People's Republic of Kampuchea strongly rejects the 
slanderous charges contained in the statement of the ASEAN foreign ministers and condemns 
-hese as an interference in the internal affairs of the Kampuchean people. The 

2?eople's Republic of Kampuchea always respects the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
»9f Thailand, but it is entirely within its right to punish anyone encroaching on its 

wn sovereignty and territorial integrity. The People's Republic of Kampuchea is 

ceady to join all concerned parties in settling problems in order to ensure peace, 

ind stability for both parties at the Kampuchean-Thai border, as suggested by a spokes- 
aan for the Foreign Ministry of Vietnam on May 11." 


‘DUCATIONAL, ECONOMIC PACTS SIGNED WITH USSR 


Student, Scholar Exchange 
1K140808 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0423 GMT 14 May 84 


Text] Phnom Penh, 14 May (SPK) -- A program of cultural and scientific cooperation 
‘etween Kampuchea and the Soviet Union for 1984-85 was concluded this morning in 
‘hnom Penh. 
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The document was signed by Pen Navouth, Kampuchean minister for education, and Oleg 
Bostorin, ambassador of the Soviet Union to Kampuchea. According to the document, 
Soviet scholars and lecturers will visit Kampuchea, and Kampuchean students will be sent 
to the USSR. 


Noncommercial Payments Protocol 
BK140758 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0421 GMT 14 May 84 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 14 May (SPK) -- A protocol in the settlement of noncommercial pay- 
ments was concluded on 12 May in Phnom Penh between Tal Nai Sim, deputy director 
general of the Kampuchean Bank for Foreign Trade, and Sergey Perogov, deputy director 
general of the Foreign Trade Bank of the Soviet Union. Cha Rieng, director general of 
the Kampuchean National Bank, and Ivan A. Dvuzhilov, commercial representative of the 
Soviet Embassy in Kampuchea, were also present at the signing ceremony. 


CHAN SI GREETS USSR'S TIKHONOV ON BIRTHDAY 


BK121117 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 0430 GMT 12 May 84 


[Text] Comrade Chan Si, chairman of the PRK Council of Ministers, recently sent a 
message to Comrade Nikolay Tikhonov, chairman of the USSR Council of Ministers, greeting 
him on his 79th birthday. The greetings message reads: 


I am very glad to wish you, dear comrade, the best of health, long life, happiness, 
and new successes in your invaluable mission in the cause of socialism and peace in the 


world. 


ZHAO ZIYANG RECEIVES NEW DK ENVOY TO CHINA 


BK150407 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 14 May 84 


[Text] Zhao Ziyang, premier of the PRC State Council, received and conversed in Beijing 
on 12 May with Chan Youran, new Democratic Kampuchean ambassador to the PRC. Premier 
Zhao Ziyang extended a warm welcome to Chan Youran who has been appointed new ambassador 
of Democratic Kampuchea to the PRC. The meeting proceeded in an atmosphere of warm 
friendship. 


RESISTANCE COALITION CONSIDERING OLYMPIC TEAM 


BK140400 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 14 May 84 p 2 


[Text] The three partners in the Khmer resistance coalition government have held talks 
on a proposal to field a team of athletes to the trouble-plagued Olympic Games in Los 
Angeles to pre-empt any efforts by the pro-Hanoi Khmer government to participate in the 
games, informed sources told THE NATION over the weekend. 


A source in the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK) said that the three 
factions had held three rounds of meeting on the matter and was expected to meet again 
to finalize it. The first meeting on the issue took place more than a month ago. He 
said he had received a report that the pro-Vietnam Heng Samrin regime might challenge 
the legal membership of the coalition government at the International Olympic Committee 
(I0C) by seeking to participate in the games. Thai Foreign Ministry sources, however, 
did not confirm the report. "The crux of the issue is to pre-empt the Heng Samrin 
regime,"' a Foreign Ministry source said. 
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A Thai well-placed source said that Thailand and its allies would strongly object to 
any application.from the pro-Hanoi government for participation in the games. "It's 
out of question that CGDK is the full and legal member of the I10C. The questions now 
are the procedures for the CGDK to participate in the games and a team of athletes to 
be formed by the coalition government," he added. 


The International Olympic Committee has set June 2 as the deadline for member countries 
to file application with the committee. And it is understood that the coalition 
government lacks athletes to compete in the international games. "We have to under- 
stand that their country (Kampuchea) is in a crisis," the source said. 


The source said that the Foreign Ministry and the National Olympic Committee headed by 
ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Thawi Chunlasap would hold informal consultations over the pos- 
sibility of the resistance government sending a team of sportsmen to the Los Angeles 
games. The talks are also expected to touch upon the Thai stand towards a Soviet de- 
cision to pull out of the games in protest against what Moscow has described as the 
U.S. violation of the Olympic Charter. The Soviet Union has accused U.S. authorities 
of providing insufficient security to its athletes and whipping up anti-Soviet senti- 
ments in the United States. He said he believed that the Thai Olympic Committee would 
go ahead with its plan to join the Olympic Games. 


The CGDK source also said that the proposal of sending a team of athletes to the games 
was aimed not only at barring the Heng Samrin regime from the international sports 
organization but also to "fulfil our duties as a member of the organization." However, 
at least the Khmer People's National Liberation Front (KPNLF), one of the three 
factions in CGDK, would not field any sportsman from its faction to the joint team be- 
cause it does not have athletes to join the games, according to a KPNLF official. How- 
ever, he said that another faction, the FUNCINPEC [National United Front for an Inde- 
pendent, Neutral and Cooperative Cambodia] movement led by Prince Norodom Sihanouk, was 
interested in joining the envisaged team of athletes. The Khmer Rouge could not be 
reached for comments. 


KPNLF, ANS INCREASE MILITARY COORDINATION 


BK140347 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 14 May 84 pp l, 2 


[Text] Military leaders of the two non-communist factions in the tripartite anti- 
Vietnamese coalition met last week and agreed to set up three offices under their 
military coordination committee as part of an ongoing process to formalize the structure 
of the military cooperation of the two resistance factions, Khmer officials told THF 
NATION over the weekend. 


The meeting last Monday also agreed to make Gen Sak Sutsakhan of the Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front (KPNLF) chairman of the military coordination committee and 
Gen Teap Ben of the Army of Nationalist Sihanoukians (ANS) vice-chairman, according to 
Lah To, spokesman of the FUNCINPEC [National United Front for an Independent, Neutral, 
Peaceful, and Cooperative Cambodia] movement, which controls the ANS. 


The three departments under the military coordination committee will work on the 
planning, operation and logistics aspects of the two-party military cooperation re- 
spectively, according to the spokesman who attended the Monday's meeting at an un- 
disclosed venue. He said that the two sides had yet to work out details of the 
functioning of the three departments, their working procedures as well as nominating 
people from both factions to the three offices. 
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"We hope that a special meeting will be held to discuss the matter before the monthly 
meeting of the military coordination committee, scheduled for June 4," he said. 
However, it will depended [as published] on the military situation inside Kampuchea, 
he added. 


Asked whether the military coordination committee would function as a sort of joint 
military command, Lah Tol said: "I hate to say whether it is a joint command or not 
as it is up to the work of the office for operation and the real cases on the 
battlefields." 


Both Lah Tol and Dr Abdul Gaffar Peang Meth, the alternate delegate to the KPNLF 
Executive Committee for Foreign Affairs, said that the meeting last Monday agreed to 
make the work of the military coordination committee on the permanent basis and not ad 
hoc basis. The committee was also officially re-named "Permanent Military Committee 
for Coordination", according to Dr Abdul Gaffar, who said that the committee had held 
regular meetings for about one year now and the meeting last Monday basically made it 
official. 


Commenting on the decision to form the three "permanent offices", the ranking KPNLF 
official said that the military coordination committee had dealt with the three 
domains of planning, operation and logistics as well as other domains in their previous 
meetings. The KPNLF official also said that the meeting agreed that the decision to 
"officialize" the military coordination was in conformity with the Kuala Lumpur 
declaration on the formation of the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK), 
which calls for mobilization of all efforts to free Kampuchea from Vietnam. He said 
the two nationalist armies shall continue to maintain their own respective identities. 


The decision during the meeting last Monday was in accordance with the wish of KPNLF 
leader Prime Minister Son Sann, Dr Abdul Gaffar said. The KPNLF team which attended 
last Monday's meeting was led by KPNLF chief of the General Staff, Gen Sak Sutsakhan 
while the ANS team was led by Prince Norodom Ranariddh, personal representative of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk in Southeast Asia. Lah Tol said that Gen Teap Ben, ANS chief- 
of-staff could not make it to the meeting because of the tense situation at Ta Tum, the 
headquarters of the FUNCINPEC opposite Surin Province. However, the prince's team 
included Col Nong Hean, military representative attached to the Office of Prince 
Ranariddh, according to Lah Tol. 


Meanwhile, the joint coordination committee for the free Khmer radio station, jointly 
run by the two non-communist factions, met last Tuesday and agreed to a proposal to set 
the first Tuesday of every month the date for its monthly meetings, Dr Abdul Gaffar 
said. He said the proposal was put forward by the KPNLF side which reasoned that the 
institutionalization of the joint radio committee be made since the joint military 
coordination committee has been meeting on the first Monday of every month. The KPNLF 
reached the decision to propose the institutionalization during a meeting on May 2, 
according to the KPNLF official. The "Samleng Khmer" Radio is broadcast three times 
daily by the two factions. 
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NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE SUPPORTS USSR BOYCOTT 


BK111314 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1200 GMT 11 May 84 
[Statement issued by the LPDR National Olympic Committee on 11 May] 


[Text] This is the year when athletes throughout the world are looking forward to 
and are elated to meet each other in the grand festival -- the 23d Olympic Games -- 
in Los Angeles, the United States. Unfortunately, the U.S. imperialists have allowed 
a group of private American capitalists to organize the games. In doing so, they 
have violated the rules of the International Olympic Organization. By using sports 
to serve business, allowing professional sports to arrogantly interfere with amateur 
sports, and by paying no heed to the security and conveniences of the athletes in 


their accommodations, training, and competition activities, the U.S. Government intends 


to use these Olympic Games to serve its reactionary politics with a view to making 
propaganda opposing, attacking, and provoking the Soviet Union, various socialist 
countries, and other countries which are not henchmen on the U.S. imperialists. 


The worst thing is that they have allowed the reactionary and fascist group to carry 
out activities to threaten the lives and spirit of the Soviet athletes and athletes 
of various socialist countries as well as of progressive countries. They have made 
propaganda saying that they would comply with all measures of the Olympic Charter 
and would ensure the safety for all athletes. Actually, they have done the opposite. 


The socialist countries, in particular the Soviet Union, have issued statements on 
many occasions about their intention to send sports delegations to participate in the 
Olympic Games and have even proposed many measures favorable to the Olympic movement, 
measures which have been appreciated and supported by the International Olympic 
Committee, associations of national Olympic committees, and athletes and sportsmen 
throughout the world. But, the U.S. Government has paid no attention to those 
proposals. 


In view of this, the LPDR National Olympic Committee has, therefore, decided not to 
send Lao athletes to participate in the Olympic Games in Los Angeles in order to 
avoid any adverse incidents which might take place between the Lao and American 
athletes and between the Lao and American peoples. We are sympathetic with the 
American people who want to see the Los Angeles Olympic Games be a joyous festival 
for the American people and people throughout the world. We always maintain that the 
Lao and American peoples are friends who uphold the Olympic spirit, cherish peace, 
and oppose war and the arms race, particularly the nuclear arms race. We regret 
that the U.S. powerholders in the ranks of the Reagan government have taken these 
Olympic Games to serve their campaign for the next election and that they use the 
Olympic Games as a place to conduct provocations and challenges and to further 
worsen the already tense situation of division between the U.S. imperialists and the 
socialist countries as well as those countries which are struggling for peace, 
national independence, democracy, justice, and social progress. 


We fully support the correct and just statement issued on 10 May by the National 
Olympic Committee of the Soviet Union which has decided not to participate in the 
Los Angeles Olympic Games. We pledge to unite closely with all countries which 
support the statement by the Soviet Union. 


[Signed] The LPDR National Olympic Committee 
Vientiane, 11 May 1984 


I 


l 
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PASASON Commentary 
BK141151 Vientiane KPL in English 0918 GMT 14 May 84 


[Text] Vientiane, May 14 (OANA-KPL) -- The Lao National Olympic Committee, along with 
those of the USSR and other socialist countries, have decided not to participate in 
the 23rd Los Angeles Olympic Games as a result of the negative attitude of the U.S. 
authorities running counter to the Olympic Charter and their exploitation of the 23rd 
Olympic Games in Los Angeles for political and commercial purpose, the Lao party paper 
PASASON said in its commentary today. 


The national Olympic committees of the USSR and those of other socialist countries have 
warned, on several occasions, their counterparts in the United States of the abuses 

and the exploitation of the 23rd Los Angeles Games for other purposes than the spirit 
of the Olympic movement, the paper said. It was clear, the commentary noted, that 
Since the beginning, during the preparatory phase, the U.S. authorities and many 
reactionary organisations within the U.S.A. have interfered in the internal affairs of 
the preparation of the Los Angeles games by launching campaigns of (?defamation) 
against the USSR and the other socialist countries by setting up obstruction against 
the normal conditions for the participation of the sportsmen and athletes of those 
countries in the games, including the threatening of their security. 


There are many other reasons which motivated the decision of the national Olympic 
committees of the socialist countries, the paper added, including the high cost of 

the accommodation, transportation and many other aspects which could technically harm 
the normal participation of sportsmen and athletes. And the most important abuse was 
the commercial exploitation of the Olympic flame by selling it by kilometer. Such 
practice has caused protest and indignation from sport communities all over the world. 


The Olympics held every four years, the commentary stressed, is the most important 

and significant festival for all sportsmen and athletes in the world. The previous 
games, and particularly that held in Moscow in 1980, scrupulously observed the charter 
of the international Olympic movement and it also reached the highest spirit of the 
Olympic spirit which is sport for peace, friendship and mutual understanding. Such 
organisation of the games deeply last in the mind of the peoples for long time, the 
paper pointed out. 


The negative practice and behavior of the U.S. authorities and of some of the most 
ultra-reactionary circles in the U.S.A. severely violated the Olympic charter and 
should be fought against for the sake of the Olympic spirit. The political and 
commercial exploitation of such important sports event for election campaign, for 
the discrimination of sportsmen and to launch (?defamatory) campaigns against the 
socialist community are inadmissible and the U.S. authorities should bear responsi- 
bilities for the misuses of the Olympic Games, the paper finally stressed. 


BRIEFS 


HIGHWAY NO 10 CONSTRUCTION -- Vientiane, May 12 (OANA-KP’,) -- The state enterprise 
for road construction N 10, recently, completed the investigation works for the 
construction of the highway N 10 linking Tha Ngon and Pak Kha-Gnong having a 
distance of 45 kilometres. The work also included the plan to build the ferry quay 
at Tha Ngon. On the second step in the construction, the enterprise will relevel 
and asphalt the whole 45 kilometres of road. By the end of 1984, the enterprise is 
to build nine secondary roads diverging from highway N 10. The construction of 
medium-size repair workshop and a 45-ton ferry are also included in the 1985 plan of 
the enterprise. The second step of the construction is expected to be completed by 
the end of 1986. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0923 GMT 12 May 84 BKj 


IV. 15 May 84 VIETNAM K ] 


8 MAY STATEMENT ‘CONTAINS NOTHING NEW' 


BK131427 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 11 May 84 
[Station commentary: "The ASEAN Countries' Stand Is Lacking in Good Will"] 


[Text] The joint statement of the ASEAN foreign ministers extraordinary conference on 
8 May contains nothing new. It basically reiterates the ASEAN countries’ old statements 
on the Kampuchean issue, demanding that Vietnam unilaterally withdraw its troops from 
Kampuchea and pledging support for the so-called tripartite Kampuchean government in 
exile. And, just as before, the 8 May statement of the ASEAN countries' foreign 
ministers makes no reference whatsoever to China. They demand complete withdrawal of 
Vietnamese forces from Kampuchea but do not demand that China stop all its threats 
against Vietnam and Kampuchea; nor do they demand that China stop harboring and using 
the Pol Pot clique and other Khmer reactionary groups to oppose the PRK. The ASEAN 
foreign ministers aiso totally ignore the coordinated activities of China and Thailand 
against the PRK's peace and security. 


Thus, it is obvious that the ASEAN foreign ministers statement does not accurately 
reflect the actual situation, and that their stand is totaily unobjective. They take 
one side against another. More deplorable still is that the ASEAN foreign ministers 
chime in with Thailand's groundless charges that Vietnam has carried out aggression into 
Thai territory and mounted attacks on camps of Kampuchean civilians. 


Realities have totally rejected all of these slanderous charges. The truth is that 
Thailand itself has repeatedly violated Kampuchean territory. Thai planes and vessels 
have continuously intruded into Kampuchean airspace and sea areas; Thai bombs and 
shells have daily fallen on Kampuchea; and the Thai Army itself has regularly coordinated 
with the Pol Pot clique in intruding into Kampuchean territory for raiding, burning, 
and pillaging activities. Thailand's slanderous charges against Vietnam are totally 
groundless. Thailand has boasted of its capture of Vietnamese tanks and even 
Vietnamese prisoners of war; so far, it has failed to substantiate this with evidence. 
On the other hand, Thailand's violation of Kampuchean territorial sovereignty is backed 
by ample solid evidence. General Athit Kamlang-ek himself admitted that Thai planes 
had bombed Kampuchean territory. The 14 of 22 Thai nationals captured by the 
Kampuchean and Vietnamese Armed Forces while intruding into Kampuchea and shown at the 
recent news conference in Phnom Penh constitute irrefutable evidence. 


As for the attacks on civilians, this is sheer fabrication cooked up by Thailand to 
cover up its inhumanitarian act of using the refugee camps on Thai soil as a protective 
screen for Pol Pot army remnants and other Khmer reactionary groups to commit their 
crimes. The memorandum made public on 18 April by the PRK exposes this whole criminal 
policy of the Thai authorities toward the refugees and Kampuchean refugee camps on Thai 
soil. 


In such a situation, the ASEAN foreign ministers statement is totally lacking in good 
will. It only benefits the Thai and Chinese authorities and harms the interests of 
the Vietnamese and Kampuchean people, thereby creating a bad atmosphere in Southeast 
Asia. We have time and again declared that Vietnamese volunteer troops will withdraw 
completely from Kampuchea after Pol Pot and his cohorts are eliminated and the security 
of the PRK is guaranteed. We will never withdraw our troops unilaterally so that the 
Chinese and Thai authorities will be able to freely return the genocial Pol Pot 

clique and its cohorts to Kampuchea. 
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More and more people in the ASEAN countries have shown their disagreement with the poli- 
cy of the Thai authorities to side with China in opposition to Vietnam and Kampuchea, 
and an ever-growing number of people right in Thailand are demanding a revision of the 
Bangkok authorities’ pro-Chinese policy regarding the Kampuchean issue. The ASEAN 
public has, through time and realities, realized the need to eliminate the Pol Pot 
clique. This is the key to resolving the current situation. 


In view of this, the 8 May ASEAN foreign ministers statement fails to correctly re- 
flect realities and the thoughts and feelings of progressive public opinion in these 
countries. It does not help at all in resolving the situation in Southeast Asia but 
only encourages the Chinese expansionist and hegemonist forces and their brothers -- 
the Bangkok authorities -- who share the same interests, to use the Pol Pot clique to 
oppose the peace and stability of the PRK and of Southeast Asia. 


In their 8 May statement, the ASEAN foreign ministers express the desire to continue 
dialogue with the Indochinese countries. We welcome this desire and reaffirm our stand 
of readily entering into dialogue with the ASEAN countries to settle all the problems 
concerning peace and stability in Southeast Asia on the basis of considering the pro- 
posals of all parties concerned. We desire peace and stability for ourselves, and at 
the same time pay attention to the interests of peace and security of other countries 
without harming the security and legitimate interests of any country. We hope the 
Thai side will do the same. 


COMMUNIQUE ON PRC BORDER 'CRIMES' SINCE 1 APRIL 


OW141744 Hanoi VNA in English 1604 GMT 14 May 84 


[Text] Hanoi VNA May 14 -- Since April lst, the Chinese aggressors fired almost 40,000 
artillery and mortar shells on the whole area of Lang Son Province bordering China, 
causing serious losses in lives and property to the local population. The crimes per- 
petrated by the Chinese aggressors during that period are denounced in a communique 
recently released by the Lang Son provincial committee for investigating the war crimes 
of the Chinese hegemonists. The communique says: 


Since the beginning of 1984, the Chinese reactionaries have mobilized large additional 
forces which are poised along the border opposite Trang Dinh, Cao Loc and Dinh Lap Dis~- 
tricts of Lang Son Province. They have continuously moved these arms and other means of 
war, built military installations, dug shelters and trenches, andset up artillery and 
mortar positions close to the border. Chinese troops have intruded into many localities 
in the border area of Lang Son Province, engaged in spying and psychological war activi- 
ties and committed many crimes against the local population. 


Since April lst, on orders from the Beijing authorities, Chinese troops have fired on 
the whole border area of Lang Son Province from Trang Dinh District to Dinh Lap District. 
They fired almost 40,000 shells hrom heavy and long-range artillery with vast destruc- 
tive power such as 152 mm cannons, 122 mm howitzers, 82 and 120 mm mortar rounds, H12 

rockets, and many heavy machinegun rounds. Almost all villages of the five Vietnamese 
districts bordering China's Guangxi Province. Among these districts, Trang Dinh, Cao 

Loc and Dinh Lap were subject to the heaviest and longest bombardments. 


In Trang Dinh District, the Chinese fired more than 10,000 shells on heights 820, 636, 
and 583, and the villages of Po Co, Na Me, and Tri Phuong. Many shells hit localities 
up to 8 kilometres from the border, such as Na Hang and Po Co villages. 
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[In Cao Loc District, the Chinese fired 7,000 shells on heights 708, 512, 406 and 605, 
the villages of Hoa Cu and Thach Lam, and the Dong Dang road fork. The Chinese also 
shelled Phai Luong hamlet, in Hop Thanh village, 13 kilometres from the border. In 
Dinh Lap District, the Chinese fired 10,000 shells on a number of heights, on Ban Chat 
area, and a number of localities in Binh Xa and Kien Moc villages. Some of these 
localities lie up to 13 kilometres from the border. 


Almost all the localities shelled by Chinese troops were villages. The Chinese also 
shelled the Vietnamese border town of Dong Dang as well as many rice and tobacco fields, 
hillside farms and intersections on highways 4A and 1B. They fired on people in Thach 
Lam village who were visiting their ancestor's graves. Chinese shells set ablaze the 
basic general school of Van Thu village. 


Many localities, such as Quoc Khanh village in Trang Dinh District and Thach La village 
in Cao Loc District, were shelled intensively for days on end, both in the daytime and 
at night. Ban Chat area alone had over 40 points whelled by the Chinese who on one day 
fired more than 1,000 shells. On April 6, after firing thousands of artillery shells, 
the Chinese ordered a number of battalions to attack heights 820 and 636 in Quoc Khanh 
village, Trang Dinh District. Duly punished by the Armed Forces and people of Lang Son 
Province, Chinese troops had to flee back to China. Nonetheless, the Chinese are con- 
centrating a large infantry and artillery force at the border, in preparation for new 
acts of aggression. 


The above-mentioned are very serious acts of war escalation and violations of Vietnam's 
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity by the Chinese authorities since 
their unsuccessful invasion of February 1979. The acts of war committed by the Chinese 
aggressors in the above-mentioned period have caused serious losses to the people in 
Lang Son Province: Five persons were killed and 28 others wounded, 30 people's houses 
were destroyed, scores of hectares of crop land were ravaged, and dozens of domestic 
animals were killed. These Chinese acts of war have rendered the situation very 
strained, seriously threatening the lives, peaceful labour and other normal activities 
of the people in border areas of Lang Von. 


Alongside armed provocations, acts of sabotage and land-nibbling actions, since early 
April, on orders from the Beijing reactionaries, many Chinese scouts and commandoes have 
intruded into border areas of Lang Son Province to reconnoitre, carry out psywar [as 
received] activities and incite the people to rebel. Loud-speakers installed along the 
Chinese border have blared out all kinds of fallacious propaganda aimed at whitewashing 
Beijing's savage crimes. They spread rumours saying that Chinese troops would strike 
here or there, on this or that day, with the aim of destabilizing the life of the people 
in border areas of Lang Son Province. 


The people in Lang Son Province vehemently denounce to public opinion at home and in the 
world the above-mentioned criminal schemes and actions of the Chinese reactionaries. 
They demand that the Beijing authorities and at once all shellings, intrusions and 
armed nibbling actions against Vietnam. The people in Lang Son will always uphold their 
vigilance and their will to fight, resolved to smash all criminal schemes and actions of 
the Chinese reactionaries, however cruel and wicked they may be, in order to defend the 
sacred border of our homeland. 
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MARCOS TELEVISION PANEL DISCUSSION ON ELECTION 


OW130339 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1230 GMT 12 May 84 


{"Dialogue With the People" program, with Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos, 
moderated by Julie Yap Daza, from the ceremonial hall of the Malacanang presidential 
palace in Manila -- live] 


[Excerpts] [Daza] [In progress] ... now with his excellency, the president. I'm 
your moderator, Julie Daza, and I welcome you to please stay tuned, because we are going 
to have nine points from all over the country asking their questions of the president. 
From where we are at the Malacanang ceremonial hall, with the Cabinet in attendance, 
the president will be holding a dialogue with people from all walks of life, from all 
over the country. Besides the nine points which I shall be introducing to you later 
on one by one, we have a panel of distinguished guests here at the ceremon 1 hall, 
and I'd like to introduce them to you. Beginning with Mr Johnny Perez, publisher of 
the DAILY EXPRESS: Mr Hilarion Henares, chairman of the former National Economic 
Council; Mr Ed Nielan, foreign editor of the The WASHINGTON TIMES; Mr Rod Navarro, a 
television and radio personality well known to all of us here. 


For our viewers out there, please feel free to dial us and ask your own questions, 
because we have five telephone lines open for you. These are 495-311, 495-397, 495- 
345, 495-398, and 495-417. And, before we proceed with the program proper, we'd like 
to ask the president to set the tone for our pulong-pulong [dialogue] tonight by de- 
livering his opening statement. Mr President. 


[Ferdinand Marcos] Thank you Julie. A few hours from now the legal campaign period or 
45 days, starting on March 27th, for the May 14th Batasang Pambansa elections will come 
to an end. I, therefore, welcome this opportunity to address a final appeal to our 
people to express their sovereign will through their votes with great care and de - 
liberation, and to certainly assure that this will be a free and honest election. 


I have chosen to speak in English in order that the entire nation may understand most 
everything that we are saying; at the same time, whenever there is any question which 
will require the Filipino language, may I be permitted to use it. 


The choices that we are called upon to make on the 14th will not only determine our 
responses to the problems that press upon us now, they will also shape the future course 
of the nation and its destiny for succeeding generations. During the last 6 weeks, 

the entire length and breadth of the archipelago has echoed and re-echoed with all the 
sound and fury of the electoral battle. Charges and countercharges have been heard; 
reputations have been made and unmade; so many promises and pledges have been thrown 
about. While we would have wished to see a campaign waged on the basis of rational 
debate on outstanding issues and the agenda of government, some of our friends, especial- 
ly in the opposition, have opted to take to the streets to peddle, occasionally -- 

not occasionally, perhaps most of the time -- hatred and deep contempt through a 
campaign of villification, slander and deceit. 


But we have regarded all this as part of the price we have to pay to preserve demo- 
cracy and its processes. For democracy thrives best, perhaps, in an atmosphere of 
absolutely free debate, in fact licentious debate. We take solace in our firm belief 
that when the day of decision dawns, our people will have seen through the fog of 
possible deception and discern where lies the true thought of national salvation. 
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It would have been easy enough for us, being the majority party, to opt to slug it out 
with our opponents with the same rhetoric and the same terms in the political arena and 
give what we have received. It would have been convenient for the national leadership 
to allow the campaign to degenerate into a personality campaign or contest. Man for 
man in every city and province the KBL [Kilusang Bagong Lipunan] has fielded true and 
tested leaders of proven competence and dedication. But from the beginning of this 
campaign we have urged everyone -- our people, the opposition, and even our own men in 
the KBL -- to judge our candidates, to speak moderately and judge our candidates, not 
only on the basis of their individual qualifications or even their individual achieve- 
ments, but more importantly on the issue of performance of the leadership, including 
members of the Batasang Pambansa, and of the entire party -- the performance, in short, 
of the (?Lapian) KBL, or the KBL Party. 


Now despite some of the baseless charges of the opposition, the ruling party has bent 
over backwards to meet their demands, or what they consider as demands. 


Let me just point a few examples. First, we conducted a plebescite wherein we abolished 
the Executive Committee, and fielded the question of whether the country will have a 
vice president to the people in such a plebiscite. Second, we eliminated the practice 
of block voting, which the opposition considered too much in favor of the party in 
power. Third, we ordered a complete reregistration of all qualified voters, whether 
registered or not. Next, we released those persons under detention and who were needed 
in the campaign. 


Now, may I note that nobody is under detention for his political beliefs. As I have 
said time and again, no one in the Philippines is arrested for his political beliefs. 
All those behind bars are there because of specific criminal charges, like illegal 
possession of firearms, attacking officers in authority, inciting riots that killed 
people, hurt others and destroyed property and participating in ambuscades against 
military and political authorities. And on this matter, perhaps I can state that, 
according to the reports, there are 34 politically related killings during the campaign. 


Fourthly, we have so altered the geographical voting process so that now we elect, 

this coming 14th, we elect our representatives to the National Assembly of the Batasang 
Pambansa, not by region, but by provinces and by districts, in the case of the big 
provinces as well as in the cities. Now, this was one of the points that was insisted 


upon by the opposition. 


All of what we have done has prompted the realistic, if sometimes begrudging, prognosis 
from the normally antagonistic media, including the Western media, that the KBL faces 
or expects, is expected, to have an overwhelming victory on Monday. 


Now, in addition to this, the majority party was supposed to have logistics and the 
opposition inadequate logistics, so we agreed to limit the campaign expenditures to one 
peso per registered voter for the party and for every KBL, [corrects himself] or for 
every candidate, not more than the statutory limit of 2 years' salary, which would be 
about 120,000 [presumably pesos]. 


It is in this connection that I feel constrained to reply to some charges of overspending 
by the party in (?Martinez), and reports of envelopes or guidelines being handed out in 
the palace. Now, these are all only partly true. Now, what are these funds that were 
being distributed? These are the legitimate funds meant for the organization activity 
engaged in the campaign. Those who are not active, of course, did not receive any 
funds, and they are the ones who are now complaining. 
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But if you give everybody any funds or money, you would be buying votes. And certainly 
these stories that are coming thick and fast that only a select few were given funds 
may be correct, may be true. But, this is because the party in power does not 

intend to buy votes. May I repeat what I have always said to all and sundry, to all 
our people, to the opposition, and to the members of the KBL: We coming in strong 
and victory is in our grasp; there is no need to cheat in the coming elections. I 
wish to stress that, as titular head of the party, the funds thus far spent by the 
KBL has not even reached one-half of the statutory limit for party spending. The 
rest is being held, of course, as befits tactical managers, as payment for the poll 
watchers, for instance, their transportation, their meals and even the inspectors, or 
members of the (?kitchen) voting committee, in 84,000 precincts all over the country. 


Now, remember that the KBL has a large organization of active campaigners. Now, of 
course, the opposition may not know what these requirements are all about, because, 
for one thing, they don't have any organization to speak of, and therefore, the 
opposition may not realize the need for expenditures. They may not need, there may 
not be [corrects himself] they might be in no need of such spending and funding. 


Well, about logistics, I do not know what is happening to the opposition, but they 
claim that there is a massive plot to cheat in the coming elections. I think it is as 
minister [corrects himself] Deputy Prime Minister Rono has well said: This is a 
desperate, wild, libelous statement, as the opposition may now realize that they're 
Staring a smarting defeat in the face. It may even be said that they have already 
stopped campaigning. All reports are to the effect that they have cancelled all 

their meetings for tonight; I don't know why. But all over the country the reports 
are coming in: The opposition candidates just stopped. They don't seem [corrects 
himself] they seem to be demoralized completely, and their organization, if there is 
any, has broken down. Only their candidates who have money are reported now beginning 
to buy votes; we intend to obtain evidence to substantiate these charges. 


Perhaps one big factor that has worked very well in favor of the party is the first 
lady. You remember that she has gone everywhere desired and since the outset of the 
campaign Mrs Marcos has worked tirelessly; she has lost her voice in the campaign, 
(?soreness), and there was hardly any voter in Metropolitan Manila that she has not 
spoken to, to solicit their support for the KBL. 


Now, the opposition asks the voters to vote for them because, anyway, Mrs Marcos is 
not a candidate; neither is the president. Well, we are not candidates, but our 
platform is at stake. We ask that the people support that platform by voting for all 
the KBL candidates. Such is the issue in the present campaign; or the issue that has 
been raised by the opposition. 


Now we have emphasized the issue of performance, but above everything else, this is 
what governing or government is all about. Getting things done is the sole and primary 
purpose and business of government. It is, in fact, its only reason for being, so 

it is rather unfortunate that the opposition has chosen not to take up the challenge 

to debate with us on the all-important issue of performance. But whether or not there 
is such a debate, I maintain that in these elections, we in the administration and 

the majority party must render before the nation an accounting of our leadership of 
government during the past 15 to 18 years. 


When asked, [word indistinct] divulge the task of showing how we have led the nation 
to unprecedented development (?over all), and significantly improved the quality of 
life of our people and why we should be allowed to continue with our program of 
government. 
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Now, let me review some well-known and probably already (?familiar) facts. In 1966, 
when we began this administration, nearly 50 percent of the Filipino families had 
practically no income to speak of. [screen shows bar graph with income statistics] By 
1970, the number of families with a family income of 1,999 pesos and below was reduced 
to 24.3 percent and in 1979 this reduced further to 11.2 percent. On the other hand, 
though, the family incomes of 30,000 or more increased from 5 percent in 1972 to 12.8 
percent in 1979. In 1972 our farmlands produced an average of 30 cavans [1 cavan equals 
2.13 bushels] per hectare, and yielded a total of 5.1 million metric tons during the 
year. [screen shows bar graph with agricultural output data] In 1977, or 5 years after 
we launched the program Masagana 99, we attained full sufficiency in rice and soon 
after became an exporter of this staple. Another 5 years later in 1982 we harvested 
8.33 million tons of palay, with an average yield of about 60 -- double, although about 
1/3 of the farms were producing 80 to 90 up to 120 cavans per hectare. 


These have all assured us of sufficient supply of rice for the nation and produced a 
surplus for export, but more significantly it meant a three-fold increase in the average 
income of our farmers, which constitute anywhere from 65 to 70 percent of our popula- 
tion. From 1,693 pesos per hectare in 1974 to 5,310 pesos in 1983 -- how was this 
achieved? In 1972, we already had miracle rices and the miracle of self-sufficiency. 
We are able to produce enough rice for our needs and recorded successive surpluses be- 
sides, through the infusion of advanced technology, credit in agriculture, and irriga- 
tion. Moreover, we accelerated the construction of the infrastructure required. Ir- 
rigation is one of them. [screen shows bar graph with infrastructure data] Today, 
there are 2,800,000 hectares of rice land assured of water, compared to only 743,000 in 
1972. More than this, we gave the farmers new pride and dignity by abolishing a 
centuries-old tenancy system, allowing them to own the land that they tilled. Notwith- 
standing all the efforts for more than 45 years immediately after the war, it was only 
under this administration that we attained a land reform program implemented at all 
levels, and further augmenting the farm income. We launched complementary food produc- 
tion programs like the Mamaisagana), like (Forcorn), the (Bakahan) Barangay, the 
(Cambiyan) Barangay and the centerpiece of our livelihood program, the Kilusang Kabuha- 
yan at Kaunlaran [National Livelihood Program], as well as the more recent Siriling- 
Sikap. So we will not continue to speak of cottage industry and the small and 
medium-scale industry. 


Now, as of October 1983, there were 20,208 Kilusang Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran projects, 
which were loans involving more than 275,000 people in both urban and rural areas. For 
the laboring class, we have introduced successive measures, cushioning the impact of 
inflation in wages and salaries. Now, I ordered before May 1, 1984 four allowances 
that were given to the laborers which increased their minimum wage. On May 1, I signed 
a wage order integrating the four mandatory cost of living allowances into the basic 
pay of workers and ordered a 10 percent increase for government officers and employees. 
This has raised the effective minimum wage by more than 52 percent, from originally in 
1965 of 8 pesos and 1972 to 32 and now 42 pesos per day. 


Similarly, wages of agricultural workers were raised by nine pesos for those working in 
plantations and four pesos for othersper dxy. We have also provided better employment 
opportunities for our professional, technical, skilled, and even unskilled workers, 
through the aggressive promotion of overseas employment 434,000 (?in full) were placed 
by the end of 1983. 


Surely the most visible accomplishment of the administration is in infrastructure. 
Now, since 1971 we have doubled the length of roadworks from 87,042 km to 162,274 km 
by 1982. In the same span of time, the number of airports in operation also increased 
from 130 to 226. 
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Now, today 90 percent of our tows are energized and 43 percent of the rural population 
have electricity, whereas only 6 percent of the Philippine towns and 8 percent of the 
rural population had electricity in 1972. Again, today 55 percent of our people have 
safe water to drink, compared to 39 percent in 1972. Ten years ago, less than 80 
percent of our people could read and write -- 75 actually, 75 percent. Today, all over 
the country, 90 percent are considered literate, despite a considerable increase in our 
people's population. Ten years ago -- and in Manila, the literacy rate was about 100 
percent -- 10 years ago, the life expectancy of the Filipinos was 67 years old [corrects 
himself] 57 years old. Today it is about 62-63. All because we have improved diet as 
well as the liberal medical services. 


Our energy development program has likewise been a remarkable success, considered as a 
model for small and developing countries. In 1972, 95 percent of our energy requirements 
meaning crude oil, had to be filled through the importation of such crude oil. Today, 
it is down to 65 percent, and by 1985, it should go down further, to about 50 percent . 


Now, what all these programs and projects méam in terms of growth is clearly indicated 
by some conventional, classical, economic term. Based on 1980 prices, our country's 
gross national product in 1965 stood at 113.] vVillion pesos. In 1982, Philippine GNP, 
gross national product, was 282.33 billion, representing a 152 percent increase over the 
18-year period, or a yearly average growth rate of 8.45 percent. Over the same period 
of time, a radical shift in the distribution of income has occurred. In 1965, close to 
60 percent of Filipino families had an income of less than 2,000 a year, which I have 
referred to. This has been considerably reduced to 11 percent in 1982. Or, at the 
other end of the spectrum, families earning income of 10,000 or more pesos comprised a 
mere 2.6 percent of all families in 1965. [screen shows bar graph of income data] By 
1972, almost 13 percent were earning more than 10,000 every year. And this had gone up 
by 1982, notwithstanding the crises and difficulties. 


And so, it is but natural for the opposition and for some people to forget all these 
things. But I think it is only fitting that I point out these matters, because everyone 
tends precisely to ignore them in the face of problems and difficulties. And today, we 
undoubtedly face problems. Our international reserves are at their lowest level in 
years. Industrial production has slowed down; unemployment is up; our international 
debts have mounted and prices of commodities have also gone up. It is only fair, how- 
ever, that we ask our people to look at all these difficulties we are going through in 
their proper perspective, rather than dump the whole blame wholesale upon the lap of 
the administration. For what we are experiencing is the effect of a combination of 
factors, many of which are beyond our control. Firstly, it ought to be clear by now 
that we incurred our huge foreign debt precisely because we have to build the infra- 
structure required for self-sustaining growth and keeping pace with the growing demands 
of public and social services. 


Incidentally, the economic program which was presented by the president to the Congress 
in 1970 was approved by many of the leaders of the opposition, whom I will not mention 
now, but most of the leaders of the opposition were members of the congress that 

approved the economic development programs and approved the foreign indebtedness program. 
although they did place a limit to such foreign indebtedness to the amortization being 
kept at the level of 20 percent of foreign exchange earnings before the borrowing. 


Between 1972 and 1982, the government spent more than 44 billion pésos for the construc- 
tion of roads and other transport facilities [screen shows chart of government expendi- 
tures] as well as for communications and water systems. 
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This is where the borrowing went: Our energy program and our development program cost 
more than 38 billion pesos; education, 35 bi’lion; food self-sufficiency, 23.4 billion; 
health, 10 billion; livelihood and housing, 6 billion; and agrarian reform, 3.76 billion. 


In the Masagana-99 program alone, we spent 3 billion pesos. Now all these people- 
oriented programs amount to a total of 162.44 billion pesos. A substantial portion of 
the cost of all these programs had to be financed through foreign borrowing, with the 
approval of Congress, which was then composed of many of the opposition members now. 
[screen shows bar graph of oil import data] Secondly, we had the successive increases in 
oil prices from $2.06 per barrel in 1972 to $12 in 1974 and $32.80 by 1982 [words 
indistinct] $187 million in 1972 to $651 million in 1974, and finally $2.078 billion 
in 1982, despite a reduction of the volume of our oil imports. Now, then, there is 

a recession that swept through the developed countries, which dampened demand for our 
exports and brought down commodity prices. This, coupled with protectionist measures 
adopted by our trading partners further reduced our earnings in exports. [screeen shows 
bar graph of sugar prices] Sugar, for instance, used to sell for 29 centavos per pound 
in 1980. By 1982 the price had fallen to 8.5 cents per pound, and last month it had 
toppled down to around 6 cents. And yet the cost of producing sugar is about 12 cents 
per pound. Defaults by other debtor countries, especially in Latin America, like 
Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, produced panic among international lenders, prompting them 
to recall their loans to the Philippines and this situation is further aggravated by 
the fear of instability caused by the riots and the demonstrations after the tragic 
assassination of former Senator Aquino as well as unfounded rumors about the health 
of the president. These were among the principle factors that led to the present 
crisis. 


At this stage, however, the things are starting to brighten up. Our program for economic 
recovery and stability is beginning to turn the crisis around. Already we are assured 
of higher rice harvest and a record corn production. The rice harvest will be 157 
million cavans as compared to 154 last year. And the corn harvest will be about 67 
million cavans. The prices of some of our exports, like coconut and wood products, are 
perking up. Coconut has reached an international price. From 18 cents, it went up to 

52 cents per pound. [Word indistinct] prices have gone up from 80 centavos to 9 pesos 
per 100 kg of copra [words indistinct]. Wood products have increased prices from $85 to 
$90 per cubic meter to about $120 now. Traditional exports [corrects himself] the non- 
traditional exports, have taken over. We have changed the complexion of our exports, 
and now exports like electronics, garments, footwear, food products are exhibiting 
vigorous growth. There was an increase of 24 percent in our exports in the first 3 
months of the year, compared to 1983, to our first quarter, and the financial uncertain- 
ty of last year has definitely eased as new (?funds have been) loaned into the economy. 
The last to come in were not only the CCC from the United States, and the export-import 
bank of the United States, but the OECS fund from Japan ($250 million), 50 million 
Australian dollars from Australia, and we are working on the Taiwanese offer of a 

loan of about 88 million. We are working also with Korea on these accomodations. I am 
more confident, therefore, than ever that in due time, we will surmount our problems 
and regain the momentum of growth that was building up through the years of our incum- 
bency. We have all the infrastructure in place, we have the human and natural resources 
to tap and utilize. We have the resiliency, the determination to move towards our 


important goals. 


More than the victory of our party, what we seek is our people's support for the 
continuity, therefore, of these policies and programs for national growth and develop- 
ment. And so tonight I appeal once more to our people to renew the mandate for us to 
carry on with these tasks by voting into office the men and women of the Kilusang 
Bagong Lipunan, who will help us along our path to prudent legislation. Whatever the 
results of the elections, however, let us neverforget that if there are some things 
that divide us in this campaign, there are much more that draw us together: our common 
faith in democracy, our commitment to preserve and to have clean and honest elections, 
a common destiny of our people, our common hope to attain progress and prosperity in 
our material and spiritual life. 
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When the elections are, therefore, over, let us all join hands in an effort to find 
our true destiny and attain our dream of prosperity for all. Thank you very much. 


[Daza] Thank you Mr President. [applause] 
Let us start the ball rolling with Mr Johnny Perez asking the first question. Mr Perez. 


[Perez] Mr President, one of the things that continue to confound and discourage your 
enemies is the fact that you have remained disgustingly healthy in spite of all the 
rumors of the most serious ailments attributed to you. 


[Marcos] And thanks to God. 


[Perez] Now, they say that you still have the anting anting [talisman] which you had 
during the war? 


[Marcos] [laughing] Et tu, Brutus. Most of all the soldiers who fought with me 
believed in that anting anting. You know, they used to rub my back before we went 
out to fight. Unfortunately, those who did not rub my back would get hit first. 

So they started this story, but let's not talk about anting antings. Let's talk 
about plans. Actually what has happened is, I was recovering from my wounds of the 
last war. Unfortunately there was still a piece of shrapnel, which probably was the 
anting anting in my body, and this turned into some kind of a growth. They thought 
it was, for a while, malignant, and fortunately for me, it was not. That's all there 
is to it. And now I am back to my regular regimen, my routine -- exercise, diet, and 
good sleep. I turn off the television and I sleep. 


[Perez] Thank you, Mr President. 
[Daza] Mr Henares. Hilarion. 


[Henares] Mr President. The question has been on the minds of many people. It 
concerns the military. Before the martial law, Mr President, our Armed Forces were 
only about 50,000 soldiers. After the martial law, however, because of the problems 
of law and order, of subversion, rebellion, you were constrained to increase the 
Armed Forces to, we don't know how much, but they say something like 200,000 to 
250,000. Now, the question, Mr President, is this ... [interrupted] 


[Marcos] We should not publicly discuss this, you know, but go right ahead. 


[Henares] The question, Mr President, is this: considering that a large standing 
army has always been a constant temptation to any would-be strong man in the mold 

of Al-Qadhdhafior Idi Amin to use to gain power, to keep power. And the question is, 
when our problem of law and order, subversion, and rebellion is finally solved, in 
other words, when there is no more need for such a large Army, what plans do you have, 
how do you plan to reduce this Army back to the normal size of 50,000 soldiers. 


[Marcos] We must reveal the data of our Armed Forces publicly. Let me set this 
straight: We started at 65,000 soldiers. This did not include the policemen and 

the self-defense units. Now, nor did it include the trainees. Now, Napoleon Bonaparte 
and the other great commanders always said it's not the number of your troops, it's 

the quality. And the difference between a good soldier and an ordinary one is the 
vigorous assertion of aggressiveness. In short, the quality of our troops has improved, 
improved quite a lot. 
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Now, talking about expenditures, perhaps I can say that per capita we spend the least 
among our ASEAN neighbors, the least. I will not go into these specifics again, because 
I suppose the military will [corrects himself] I will raise a lot of eyebrows among the 
military, but the truth of the matter is we have kept the professionals to a level that 
is close to 65,000, but we have sworn into duty, on extended duty, the trainees, the 
police, and the CHDF. 


I believe you are well aware that the expenditures of the military have been cut. In 
fact this is one of the causes of discontent in the military. In the last 2 years, we 
have cut down the budget of the military. And this is the reason why we insisted that 
our ally, the United States, come and help us in the matter of military equipment, and 
the occasional training for the arts that are not within our competence, like the use of 
the more sophisticated airplanes, and naval Corvettes with guided missiles, things like 


that. But the expenditures for education are double that of the military in our budget -- 


I am talking of budgetary expenditures -- this is not to say that in the military much 
of the expenditure goes into infrastructure. This is the only country that probably has 
a large segment of the military in the engineering battalions. Now, I remember President 
Johnson being surprised when in 1966, instead of asking for military equipment per se, I 
asked for heavy equipment for construction, and I said: To us the solution of any 
internal problem of insecurity, any peace and order problem internal to the country is 
basically first economic and then military. The military solution cannot be permanent, 
but the economic solution is, and therefore we insisted that we create immediately two 
battalions of construction teams in the military, and for your information, they build 
schools, they've set up irrigation systems, they build roads, at the same time fight 

and protect the infrastructure. So I don't think there should be any fear about over- 
expenditure for the military. If you listen to Ceneral Fabian Ver, the chief of staff, 
and Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, minister of defense, it would seem as if we have for- 
gotten the military completely in the budget. And they have had to cut some self- 
reliance production of military equipment. I will not go into the details, but they 
practically cut it into half, and you know, you are a businessman, and when you cut your 
projects by one-half, that's painful, very painful. 


[Henares] In other words, Mr President, you categorically say that our standing Army is 
not big enough... [interrupted] 


[Marcos] Our professional Army is close to 65,000. 


[denares] Our professional Army is not big enough to constitute a threat to our demo- 
cratic process... [interrupted] 


[Marcos] No, no, no. On the contrary, our military has certainly the well-known 
tradition not to intervene in politics. Never in the history of the military has there 
been any thought at all of starting a coup d'etat, take over political power by force, 
whereas in other countries, and you can mention some of the countries around us, the 
military is the power. In the Philippines, that is not so, and repeatedly, the leaders 
of the military and even the soldiers have stated that they will support civil government 
and they are certainly subject to the orders of the civil government. 


[Daza] Thank you, Mr President. Speaking of military power, we have a visitor from 
one such country where the military is very much in the picture these days. Mr Ed 
Neilan of the WASHINGTON TIMES. 
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[Neilan] Mr President, the question that comes up around the country frequently is 
the Philippines’ heavy foreign borrowing and how it affects the average person's 
pocket. Specifically, the question often comes down to a concern that there may be 
a devaluation after the election. Is a devaluation a possibility? 


[Marcos] Well, as I answered some questions that were raised based on the same subject, 
devaluation is not decided upon at any given day for a future date, say 1 weck or 2 
weeks or 1 months from now. Actually, devaluation or floating rates or an alteration 
of the exchange rates is dependent upon the facts, for instance if our imports should 
go up, liquidity should be uncontrolled. We are now trying to control reserves for 
instance; that brought it down to 25.5; we are trying to bring it down to 24, and 
money supply is, let's see, currency in circulation is about 17.5, demand deposits 

for 12.7, a total of about 30.2. [figures as heard] Now, if we can keep the liquidity 
under control, and certainly we are now doing this -- I've just ordered a cut in 
appropriations, programs for these coming 3 quarters, these third and fourth quarters, 
a cut of about 5 percent. Now 5 percent of 60 billion would be about 3 billion. Now, 
the least cut that we will make would be 2 billion, and it is our hope that this will 
bring down the liquidity, which we feel has increased in the last several months. But 
these increases in liquidity were due partly to government spending and therefore we 
are sopping up the liquidity there. We are stopping all the projects that are not 
urgent or necessary at this time, although the foreign-funded projects have to go 
through. Now, if you can sop up the extra liquidity, you can bring down your reserves 
and you can increase your exports, and we increased our exports by 24 percent in the 
first quarter of this year, and bring down imports. Those four components or elements 
could probably determine whether we can maintain the present foreign exchange rate 

or not. Now, if we cannot do this, the foreign exchange rate will go up. There is 
no way of stopping it, but we are doing everything in our power to stop it. Now, 
that's the most important part. We are doing and we are starting with the budget. 

I repeat, I am cutting the budget by another 5 percent, the program of true budgets, 
and this means a saving of about 3 billion pesos. 


[Daza] Thank you, Mr President. At this point, we'll bring in our Dau panel, and on 
the panel we have Mr Fosse V. Henson who is an engineer and counselor of San Fernando 
Pampanga; and with him is Dr Arquiles Abellar, a practicing physician from Gerona of 
Tarlac, who is president and chairman of the board of the Rural Bank of Gerona. 

Mr Henson will ask the first question. Mr Henson: 


[Henson] Good evening, Mr President. This is my question, Mr President. You under- 
stand that ESF, or the Economic Support Funds, are supposed to be alloted to communities 
which are adjacent to military bases. Like, for example, Clark Air Base in Pampanga 
and Subic Naval Base in Zambales. However, there are reports that some of these 
funds have been funneled elsewhere. Is this not a violation of the provisions of 
the RP-U.S. military bases agreement? 


[Marcos] Your first premise is not accurate. The Economic Support Funds are supposed 
to be used all over the Philippines, with emphasis on the improvement of the terrain 
surrounding the two military -- Filipino military -- bases which contain the American 
military facilities. 
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Now, however, the political campaign has just stopped the project because the contracts 
were not entered into before Marth 27th, 1984, before the 45-day ban started. Now, 
we will resume work after the elections. Then you will see that the emphasis is 
really in the areas close to Clark Air Force Base and Subic Naval base. In fact, 
right now, I can point out to you several projects in Pampanga, Tarlac and also in 
Zambales. 


[Henson] I have a follow-up question, Mr President. 
[Marcos] Yes, certainly. 


[Henson] Can you please give us an update of the status of the $900 million rent of 
these bases? 


[Marcos] Well, actually, the matter is pending before the Congress of the United 
States. You see, the American Government does not commit for 5 years on existing 
authorizations -- or expenditures that are already authorized by legislation. Every 
year they have to get the corresponding expenditures for that year from Congress; 

the executive proposes and the legislature then approves it. The status is that 

the matter is pending before the legislature on the second year expenditure on what we 
call rent and they call the compensation package. 


[Henson] Thank you, Mr President. 
[Daza] We will have the next question from Dr Abellar. 


[Abellar] Good evening, Mr President. There are talks circulating in Tarlac that 
come 1987, Tarlac will be in the political limelight. This limelight is with 
regards to the vice presidency, with our very own Ambassador Eduardo (Koanko) 

in the (?central) states. Are these talks, Mr President, true? 


[Marcos] No, they are not, because, in the first place, you and I know that the 
geographical requirement of the candidacy of the president and vice president demands 
that if the president is from Luzon, the candidate for vice president of the same 
party must come from either the Visayas or Mindanao. And so it would be inappropriate 
and unwise for the KBL to get two candidates -- the two candidates for president and 
vice president -- coming from the same general zone, Luzon. 


[Daza] Does that answer your question, Dr Abellar? 
[Abellar] Yes, Mr President; thank you. 
[Marcos] Thank you. 


[Daza}] All right, well, from Dau in Central Luzon we move on to the southern 
Tagalog region, Region IV, in Batangas, where we have Mr Rodolfo (Abadilla), 
president of the Luzon University Foundation, and Mr Justicio (Franco), president 
of the (Kapitanas apapalaganas ng Uicom pilpinas) of Batangas. First Mr (Abadilla). 


[Screeching noise] Well, it seems we can't get through Mr President. So, maybe we 
should go back to our panel here in the ceremonial hall; and, Mr Perez, you're pouring 
over your notes, are you ready with a question? 


[Perez] Mr President, you had previously identified among the foremost concerns of 
government the question of peacekeeping and the economic crisis. Now, granting 

that a new mandate will be given to the KBL by Monday -- that's how it appears 
indisputably -- how does the party propose to confront this situation? And will the 
directions of the party's programs take a new course? 
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[Marcos] Let me explain, first of all, our policies in relation to internal peace and 
order. First of all, we do not intend to allow foreign troops to come into the country. 
Never should we allow foreign troops to intervene in the maintenance of internal peace 
and order. They will constitute more a problem than anything else. Now, secondly, 

the peace and order problem has not reached the state of disorder which we knew in 1972. 
It is on the rise, it is true, but only geographically, and not intensely; meaning the 
intensity was higher a year ago -- I mean the aggressiveness of the attacks were higher 
a year ago, 2 years ago. If you will remember, they even entered some of the big towns, 
and they tried to hold in 1983 several of the barangays in Davao city but we knocked 
them out of those positions and now they are not holding territory any more. This is a 
change in their tactics and strategy. 


Of course, guerrilla warfare is fundamentally hit and run, hit and run, don't hold 
territory, give space for time. And this is being followed. The classic guerrilla 
dictum of run, move out, move out as fast as you can is being followed by the New 
People's Army [NPA] and even the MNLF [Moro National Liberation Front]. Now, the 

policy of government is both the the right hand and the left hand policy. On the right 
hand we have the capability to answer force with force; on the left hand, we have 

the more, should we say, moderate approach. Our civil relations people, our civic 
action teams, and even our civil government has opened the door to all those who wish to 
join the government in the effort to uplift the masses. 


You remember that in 1975 3,000 of the PKP, or the Partido Kommunista ng Pilipinas, sur- 
rendered to me in (Alaga) in Nueva Ecija, with their arms. And the reason for this 

was the implementation of the land reform law, which I had written in my own hand on 
October 21, 1973 -- ah '72, I beg your pardon -- '72, and implemented immediately. And, 
to the PKP this was the principle focus of their rebellion. When the tenants were 

freed of the long, long period of indebtedness -- because every tenant inherited the in- 
debtedness of his father and his grandfather and all his forebearers before that, and 
never would they have been able to pay or repay that indebtedness with the share that 
they were getting in the tenancy system, and so there was rebellion. May I say that 
perhaps there was reasonable, there was a reason for such grievance, and this we met 
frontally, we met with the order that land reform be extended all over the Philippines, 
and this has resulted in some of the former rebels joining the fold of government. 


Now, that's the policy with respect to peace and order. The policy with respect to the 
economic crisis is hold on until the world crisis is over, and in so doing we adopt 
austerity with productivity and increase exports as well as clarify and identify the 
domestic markets. For instance, nobody can say to me right now: What is the domestic 
market for coconut oil, for cooking oil? What is the domestic market for sugar? Why 
are we, then, trying to sell abroad when there is such a domestic market and we have not 
filled it up? All of this has to be answered soon, and the questions are piling up on 
matters like this, which require greater market analysis. All the economists will tell 
you that we have the broad beginnings of this analysis and the next step after austerity 
and productivity, the austerity and productivity program -- productivity, of course, 
being represented by the KKK, the Siriiing-Sikap program, cottage industries, small 

and medium-scale industries, (Bakahan) etc, etc. Now, we had to sell those products, 
either here in the domestic market or abroad. I have always said that, looking at and 
analyzing the Japanese (?sale) technique, every factory has a trading orgainzation 
separate from the production mechanism, and this trading firm or trading organization 
does nothing but sell the product, domestically and abroad -- more abroad than anything 
else. Now, we lack these organizations, the Philippines has never looked into the 
matter of trading and marketing; we're just beginning to, for the next 5 years we'll 
devote much of our talent, time, and money on this. 
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[Daza] We have more questions for you, Mr President. And Naga City, representing 
Region V, or Bicol, is ready to ask you questions. 


[Marcos] By all means. 


[Daza] The panelists are Mr Perigria Lola, who is president of Philippines Abaca 
Farmers Association of Guinobatan, Albay, and Mr Freddie Burje, president of (Majangayan) 
of San Miguel Island, Albay. Mr Lola will begin with the first question. Mr Lola, 


[Lola] Good evening, Your Excellency, I have very most important question here to 
question you. 


[Marcos] By all means. 


[Lola] When will the 3 million funding for control of Abaca disease in the Bicol 
region be released? 


[Marcos] Well, as soon as I can get hold of the data and statistics, probably we should 
ask Commissioner, oh no, or rather Minister Tanko, who is present here, to get moving 

on this matter, and also the minister of trade, minister of trade and commerce -- 

and industry, rather -- but at the same time, I think I'll look into this. Can you tell 
me exactly what is happening in Abaca? 


[Lola] The Abaca is plagued now by (Bunjikop) and (Mojape) in the Bicol region and some 
other parts of the country. 


[Marcos] That's surprising because some of the producers of cottage say that they lack 
a supply of Abaca. We will certainly look into this, and if there is any need to 
release some funds to help, rest assured that we'll do it immediately after the ban 

on such activities is lifted after the elections. 


[Daza] Thank you, Mr President, and thank you to our panel in Naga. We switch back 
here to our panel at Malacanang; and i think Mr Henares is ready for the question. 


[Henares] Mr President, it's about the Constitution; the Constitution, in the words 
of Justice Marshall, should be one destined to last for ages, some bedrock by which 
we could enshrine our rights and our social contract with those who govern us. Mr 
President, it was pointed in one colloquy in the University of the Philippines [UP] 
that the United States Constitution lasted for 197 years and there were only 22 
amendments. Therefore, there must have been at least 9 years, it took them 9 years 
to do one amendment. Now, the 1935 Constitution, Mr President, lasted for 38 years 
and there were only four amendments in that Constitution. So, one might say that it 
took them 9 years, 9 and 1/2 years on the average to institute one amendment. Now, 
the people in UP were saying: Here we have the Constitution of 1973, in 1976 we had 
seven amendments, in 1980 we had one amendment; in 1984 we had four amendments, which 
makes a total of 12 amendments in 11 years, which means on the average of 11 months 
for every amendment. Now, Mr President, a lot of these constitutionalists of UP are 
wondering whether this does not mean that the Constitution was not well thought 

out to begin with, or that it's been just casually changed to fit the need of the moment. 
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[Marcos] Well, let me say this: Some of those amendments I did not agree to initial- 
ly. The vice presidential amendment, now that's something I objected to from the very 
beginning. But, let us put it this way, probably the Filipinos are faster learners 

than others. The problem is that we in the Philippines have always improved upon both 
the beauty and the vices of our colonizers. Now, let's admit that. We accepted 
Christianity and what did we turn it into? [chuckles] You look at all our old tribal 
customs, they are now grafted into the Catholic system, and this has been accepted by 
the whole world. The same thing is true with Western political traditions. The 
Hamiltonian-Jeffersonian type of government is tailored to a people that are equal, 
equal socially and economically. Never were there masters and others who were slaves, 
except the blacks and the whites, perhaps, and except during the period of colonization. 
Now, here in the Philippines we have a different situation. We became very socially 
conscious, although our revolutionaries in 1896 may not have read anything, ideology 

on social justice -- Rizal is said to have read only one book on social justice -- but, 
that does not change the fact that the entire concern of our people from the revolution 
all the way down was always to try and attain (fantay fantay), the equality of every- 
body before the law, equality not only before the law but equality in opportunity, 
equality in, say, the right to build up your God-given capabilities and opportunity for 
education, freedom of religion, freedom of speech and things like that. But at the 
same time, there was always a bias towards the small man, because there was apparantly a 
misdistribution of wealth in the Philippines which did not seem to have occurred in the 
United States, and therefore, there was an active grievance group, and that active 
grievance group constituted the majority of our people. This, of course, is in a book 
that I'm writing now on the tailoring of political traditions to the milieu and the 
environment of the countries that borrowed the Western traditions. 


We have received those Western traditions; now, we must tailor these traditions to our 
needs. Otherwise, we'll be wearing a ready-made coat that's probably too long in the 
cuffs and too short in the body and things like that. And, if you say we did it too 
fast, well perhaps, but who are we to say? For instance now, you hear political 
writers in the United States questioning their system of checks and balances, they're 
asking for a coalition government so as to settle the deficit of $200 billion a year, 
the military spending, foreign policy in Central and southern America, as well as in 
the Middle East. And what did (?Sorensen) say: We will not be able to solve any of 
this while the present political system continues. Now this is something that, of 
course, it's subject to debate, but I am inclined to believe that, indeed, some 
countries, like ours, cannot afford checks and balances, and that the African and Asian 
culture tends toward chieftainship, with leadership in continuity. 


[Daza] We have several questions for the president, the calls have started to come 
in; so, before we go there we'd like to take a short break and let all our radio and 
television stations change for 10 minutes, after which time we shall be back with the 
president on this pulong pulong pambansa. 


[Several] calls have the same question to ask you: What will the government do to 
those who registered but will not be voting in the election, what legal steps has the 
government prepared against them? 


[Marcos] Well, Julie, we are quite generous on this matter, because of the fact that 
they registered; we will, however, have to study this. If there is any malice to it 
rather than an ideological basis, then perhaps we may have to take action, but as of 
now no action is projected. 
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[Daza] I think, Mr President, that the weather will not be as good as hoped for. The 
weather bureau says there might be rains on election day. What about those... 
[int errupt ed ] 


[Marcos] Oh, really? 
[Daza] Yes, what about those who might be kept away by rain or ... [interrupted]. 


[Marcos] Well, I hope not. I remember that during my congressional days the elections 
were usually in November, and it was the rainy reason, and yet for the rate of voters 
registered and voting, ballots cast was always high. 


[Daza] Okay, Mr Benjamin Ramos of teachers Village, Quezon City, says: How can the 
president assure us of a clean, honest, and fair election when the Comelec [Commission 
on Elections] and the military are at his disposal? 


[Marcos] Well there, actually, the nature and quality of the elections will be deter- 
mined by the voters. I don't care how many NPA's or how many armed men will try 

to intervene, if the citizenry are vigilant and meticulous in the care and protection 
of their rights, there will be cheating, there will be no intimidation, there will be no 
harassment. The citizenry must now rise up as one and demand the exercise of their 
sovereign rights properly, freely, and honestly. 


[Daza] Okay, thank you. From Mr Fernando Costo of Makati: Why is the opposition 
not given a chance to have their political rallies televised? Do you think this is 
fair? 


[Marcos] I don't think that there has been any limit to television rights. On the 
contrary, the orders are out quite openly that both the Comelec and the government there 
should get equal space and equal time. I really don't know why the opposition has not 
paid for television rights for their rallies. Although I understand that there were 
some questions about libel; the stations didn't want to be involved in any libel suits 
and so they asked that some of the libelous matter be eliminated. It was true of several 
of channels; I don't know what happened after that. 


[Daza] I think that Batangas is now ready for an audio feed, and Mr President, Batangas 
is representing Region IV, southern Tagalog. We have Mr Rodolfo (Abadilla), president 
of the Luzon University Foundation, Mr Justicio (Franco), president of the (Kapitanas 
Apalaganas ng Uicom Pilipos) of Batangas. Mr (Abadilla) will have the first question. 
Mr (Abadilla). 


[Abadilla] Good evening, Mr President. 
[Marcos] Good evening. 


[Abadilla] My question is: After the governor of the [words indistinct] program 
was discontinued [words indistinct ]. 


[Marcos] I can't hear him. 


[Daza] We should go back to Manila first, Mr President, and the show with some more 
questions before we go to Mr Ed Neilan, who is signalling me for a question already. 
Now, Mr Jaime Carbonel of (Bacalot) of Metro Manila: How does the president 

view Doy Laurel at this time, when he seems to be campaigning for the presidential 
elections of 1987? 
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[Marcos] That's little bit off, isn't it? Eighty-seven is still 3 more years away. 
[Daza] Okay. Mr Neilan would like to ask you question now? 


[Neilan] Mr President, recently you've had some very strong criticisms about the foreign 
press generally, and the American press specifically in the way it has treated you and 
the first lady and the Philippines. One case in particular I recall was a magazine story 
on the New Peopl 's Army. Has anything happened during the election campaign as it's 
winding down now .o change your view of the way foreign press is treating the Philippines --- 
or do you still hold those criticisms? What's your feeling now? 


[Marcos] Oh yes. Let me say this: I criticized not the entire Western press, in general 
the American press, but I criticized some stories like the guerrilla challenge in the 
NEWSWEEK, that was the cover story, which was 90 percent communist propaganda, and I 
knew exactly where the story had been taken from because we captured that document way 
back -- about 6 months back -- and that document was used as the basis for the story. 

It is a document written by the Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP]. Now, at the 
same time the CPP also came out with another story of a similar complexion, of a similar 
type and I was outraged by the fact that we had asked that there be more balanced 
reporting. However, lately I noticed that there has been balanced reporting. All that 

we ask is that our version of these incidents, facts, and situations be also printed at 
the same time that the adverse publicity occurs, in the broadcasts as well as in the 
print media. I repeat, of late we've seen some balanced reporting and I'm very happy 
about it. 


[Daza] Thank you Mr President. Here is one question about something chat you do not think 
is very likely to happen but Mr Eben Reyes would like to ask it just the same. Mr Reyes 
is from Port Street in North Greenhills, San Juan. He says: If the opposition wins, 
which I don't think, you will concede. [as heard] 


[Marcos] [laughter] That would be serious. 


[Daza] If the opposition wins, what do you think will happen to the present set-up 
of the governmant? 


[Marcos] Well, actually, what will happen is that they will try and revise the old 
Constitution, they've said so, and they will try to reestablish a presidential form 
of government. They might review all the reforms. I do not think that they can uproot 
many of these reforms, which have taken root in our system, so I don't think that 
people will allow that, but first of all, I don't think the opposition will win. 


[Daza] [laughter] I knew you were going to say that, Mr President. And now it's Bacalod's 
turn now to come in, representing Region VI down in the western Visayas. We have on 
the panel Attorney Luz Tato Lacson, one of the few women on the panel. 


[Marcos] I'm very glad. 


[Daza] She's president of the Negros Occidental Federation of Women's Clubs and Leonardo 
Gallardo, Jr, president of the Negros Economic Development Foundation. I suggest 
ladies first, we will have Attorney Lacson first. 
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[Lacson] Good evening, Mr President. 
[Marcos] Good evening. 


[Lason] My question this evening is: In the light of the economic crisis now gripping the 
sugar industry, brought about by increased wages, higher interest rates, tight financing, 
increase in the cost of fertilizers, machineries and spare parts, and low sugar prices 
which have caused many sugarcane planters to stop work in their farms, thus forming a 
condition of unrest and antagonism against the government, what steps is the 
administration taking to save the sugar industry and defuse this explosive situation? 


[Marcos] Well first of all, you have to work o the possibility that you can bring down 
the cost of production; the present cost of production is too high -- 12 cents per pound, 
and the international price is 6 cents. Of course, we anticipate, hopefully, that there 
will be an international sugar agreement in Geneva next month. I have been rold by 
Ambassador Benedicto, who is negotiating with the other members of this organ'zatio -- 
the sugar producers and sugar buyers, sugar consumer nations -- that the EEC is joining 
up and is participating in the effort to stabilize the prices. If this is s», then we 
can expect that there will be a return to the old stabilized and normal form of trading, 
where we in the Philippines can earn a few cents per pound; and this will be, actually, 
brought down to the level of the laborer and the producer, the landowner, as well as the 
miller. But, in the meantime, we on our part must bring down the cost of production, not 
only by eliminating marginal sugar producing land, but also planting secondary crops, 
perhaps even intermediate crops. And the program is there, the plan is there; we now 
need to implement it. Actually, what is wrong with financing is that during the good 
years, we -- the sugar planters and sugar millers -- have not set aside the funds that 
would have to be utilized in the bad years. Now, in the Philippines, it is idiomatic 
that for every 3 years there is 1 bad year. And therefore, during the 2 years that you 
have a good crop and a good price for the harvest, then you must prepare for it. Now, 
let's do this. 


[Daza] Mr Gallardo, your turn. 


[Gallardo] Good evening, Mr President. We in the western Visayas, especially the members 
of the Negros Business Forum and the Iloilo Business Forum are looking seriously at 
agrobusiness as an additional and alternate economic activity to the traditional 

crops such as rice, coconuts, and sugar. But this requires financing, which at present 
cannot be met by our banks, which are restricting credit. My question, Mr President, is 
this: What are our government's plans to provide this much-needed input of financing for 
our entrepreneurs here in western Visayas? 


[Marcos] Well, the sugar industry just obtained permission to engage in a deficit 
expenditure of $54 million. I don't know how this will help the sugar industry right now, 
although you have 3 to 4 years of indebtedness to take care of. I must say that when the 
international prices went out because of production, you have very few options, and the 
first option should be to bring down your cost of production to the level of the inter- 
national price as much as possible. And this means also unemployment, because this may 
also mean mechanization. At the same time, it may be necessary to go into other products 
other than sugar, and this will require hard-headed decisions. 


[Daza] Are you satsified with the answers now, our panel from Bacolci? You have no follow- 
up questions? All right then. Mr President, would you like questions on the economy or 
questions onthe elections? I have plenty of both for you [laughs] 
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[Marcos] Either way -- let's start with the elections first. 


[Daza] I can see you're a real political animal. Mr Dave Preclaro of Sampaloc, 
Manila, says: Why do you have to campaign so rigidly -- I think he means rigorously -- 
for the KBL candidates, rather than letting them be elected on their own steam. 


[Marcos] Well, this is a parliamentary system, and it's the party that is seeking 
authority to continue with its policies. Those policies were engineered by me, and 
therefore it is necessary that I account to the people for this leadership. At the same 
time, the people expect the president to appear before them, this is the culture of our 
people. You don't expect the president to stay put here in Malacanang, scratch his fanny, 
as it were. No, we cannot do that. In a parliamentary system, the entire leadership 

is at stake, the policies of government are at stake; the plan of government must be 
presented to the people. 


[Daza] Jaime Garcia of Santa Ana, Manila, says: Please elaborate on your statement 
during your program on "Face the Nation" that when an opposition candidate wins, he 
won't get any help from you. 


[Marcos] That's not what I said. I said that the president is KBL. The Batasang 
Pambansa, from all reports is going to be controlled by the KBL, so how can any op- 
position candidate promise to be able to control both Malacanang and the Batasang 
Pambansa? Which they aredoing; they're saying that they would be able to persuade 

this legislature, they'd be able to push through impeachment of the president, etcetera, 
etcetera. How can they do that with the Batasang Pambansa strongly under the control of 
the KBL? 


[Daza] Attorney Ranorka says: How do you react to ti charge of President Macapagal 
that the present administration is Marcos-Laurel partnership and therefore there is no 
real opposition? 


[Marcos] I wish that were true. [laughter] 


[Daza] Eileen Ilianas of 184 Ighani, Project 2 says: Are technocrats to blame for 
economic crisis, as Assemblyman Tolentino has charged? 


[Marcos] Well, no. Because the plans are approved by the politicians. The techno- 
crats submitted the (?outline) and even (Recto Cruz) and Laurel adopted the policy, 
that was borrowing money instead of allowing the foreigners to come and invest here and 
owning the industry. Now, therefore, there was a choice whether we borrow money or we 
allow the aliens to come and invest their funds and own the investment in the companies 
and the factories. We opted to borrow the money. This option was approved by the con- 
gress and in which the opposition leaders were members, before the Constitution elimi- 
nated congress. And there is a point that I want to clarify: I did not eliminate the 
Congress, it was the Constitution that eliminated Congress by adopting a parliamentary 
system. 


[Daza] Is there any chance that you might eliminate the Batasan, Mr President? 


[Marcos] Impossible [laughter], because, you know, in the Philippines, even if you 
were a dictator -- which I'm not [laughts] -- umm [interrupted]. 


[Daza] Some people wish you were. 
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[Marcos] Well, actually that is true. We conducted a survey when [corrects himself | 

in Mindanao, and the Mindanao people said: Why are you not as strong as they say you 
are, or as oppressive as they say you are? Why don't you go after these people who 

are killing our citizens and... but anyway, we will send a (?b-tiger) after the election, 
we'll take some preemptive actions. 


[Daza] Now that you've brought up the military, Mr President, Cesar Vivera of 16 
Tolentino Street, Quezon City says: There are reports, Mr President, of a proposed 
unholy alliance between the opposition and the NPA which has resulted, since the 
campaign began, in 34 politically related killings. May we know what the government 
has done about this? 


[Marcos] Oh yes. The truth of the matter is that many of the opposition leaders 

know the NPA's very well. I have no doubt that they are on talking terms with some of 
them. But I am not here to raise any doubts and suspicions about their intentions to 
participate in the election. I, however, sometimes wonder why they talk of violence 
So casually and say that if they're cheated in the elections there will be violence all 
over the country and the people will rise up, etcetera, etcetera. Now, we have met 
civil disiurbance before and we are used it. I don't think that we should be moderate 
and extreme in our language [as heard]. It is bad enough as it is. I appeal to 
everybody to moderate their words. 


[Daza] Gilberto Consumide of San Paul of Manila says: What are you doing about 
reports of members of the Armed Forces being involved in robbery, hijacking and the 
like? What has happened to the reported cases of military men mentioned as having 
been involved in shootings among themselves? 


[Marcos] Theyare facing charges in courts martial or they have been placed before the 
civil courts. In fact, we have eliminated from the service about 2,800 members of the 
military. 


[Daza] Thank you, Mr President. And now to Vigan, Region I, Ilocos, your favorite 
region, Mr President. They're ready to come in now. The panel is composed of Miss 
Vilma Pioquinto, bachelor of arts, cum laude graduate of Saint Luis University in 
Baguio City; she's now working as a clerk with the SSS [Social Security Service] 
regional office in (Magupan)... [interrupts] 


[Marcos] The girls are better off than the men. 


[Daza] [Laughs] Cum laude, sir. And Mr Balthasar Federico, a barangay captain from 
San Fernando, La Union. Ladies first, so Miss Pioquinto first. 


[Pioquinto] Good evening, Mr President. 
[Marcos] Good evening. 


[Pioquinto] My question is all about the increasing cost of commercial fertilizers, 
beyond the reach of the small farmers. With such an increasing cost, we are afraid 
that our agricultural productivity will greatly deteriorate. May we know, Mr 
President, what move or program will the government undertake to meet this problem? 


[Marcos] Beginning March 9th the fertilizer imports started coming in. Yes, before 
that there was some kind of shortage and the prices were rigged up by a few sellers, 
but now it seems the fertilizer has started to come in. We were at e to get accomo- 
dations of first $150 million and next $130 million, which would fill up all our 
requirements for fertilizer. There should be a letup on the prices in the next 

few weeks. 
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[Daza] Thank you, and now it's Mr Federico's turn. Mr Federico is a barangay captain, 
sir. 


[Federico] My question (?is this): Can not the government arrest, if not restabilize, 
the price of tobacco, farm inputs and also take steps toward the increase of government 
floor prices of Virginia and (?barley) tobacco? 


[Marcos] Well, I just increased the price of Virginia tobacco, (?full flavored), including 
(?full-flavored) Virginia tobacco, which means you top the tobacco flowers before they 
mature. And at the same time, we, in addition to the increase of prices, we are now 
controlling the fertilizer and pesticide prices. The turn of the prices, coming down, 
this downward trend will probably be felt in the next few weeks, (?I think). 


[Daza] You have any follow-up questions, Mr Federico? 
[Federico] I have one question, it is in relation to politics. 


[Marcos] By all means, yes. 


[Federico] There used to be what we called the solid north, that had been our trademark 
of political unity, especially among the Ilocanos, but the national and local (?associati: 
says there is no such thing. What is your comment on this, Mr President? 


[Marcos] Well, actually, the solid north is a phenomenon that arose during the war. If 
you will remember, the guerrillas of the north liberated the north, and the American 
Government and Armed Forces allowed us to do this, and while we received support from 
the American forces in the form of artillery and air attacks, the (?campaign) was won 

by Filipinos, commanded specifically, or rather mostly, by Bataan veterans who wanted 

to recover from the defeat of Bataan and Corregidor. So, that started it and then habit 
followed through in the elections of the years after that, '47 and '49 and so on. If 
you will remember that in the years before the war there were leaders from the north 
that were (?diverse) to each other and the political leaders from the south succeeded 

in dividing the north. So there there would be (Paredes), I think it was (?Eugenio 
Paredes) against (?Aduro), (Ceson), (?Mabana) and (Pankasinon); and the other leaders 
would just fade away because of disunity. But now, hopefully, we will keep our unity. 


[Daza] All right. Thank you to our panel. And Mr President, the lines are really bad 
coming in from Batangas, but they want to have their questions asked so I will read the 


question. 


{[Daza] Here's another question, Mr President, from Batangas. It's phoned in by 

Mr Rodolfo (Abadilla), president of the Luzonian University Foundation. The question: 
After the coconut replanting program was discontinued, what is the plan of the government 
to remedy the low productivity of the coconut industry due to aging coconuts? 


[Marcos] Yes, we had to restudy the coconut program, because we cannot discontinue the 
entire replanting program. The trouble was that a few people who thought it was in 
their interest to stop the replanting program, succeeded in doing so. But, 1 always 
said that we should have been strong enough to insist upon the replanting program, and 
we should have made the exporters pay for it, not the planters, but the exporters -- 
they are making the money and they should pay for the program. This is the plan that I 
had in mind. [chuckles] I hope that I don't antagonize the exporters by saying this, 
but there is a price to pay for this and the price has to be paid by those who make the 
money. Now, Chairman (Vilaprestes) here of the Philippine Coconut Authority, what do 


you say? 
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[(Vilaprestes)] We are presently negotiating with the World Bank for a loan, 
Mr President, and onthe other hand, [interrupted] 


[Marcos] Well considering the attitude towards loans [laughs], I, I... 
[(Vilaprestes)] We have also another option. 
[Marcos] The alternate option? 


[(Vilaprestes)] The alternate option, of course, is to get the financing from the 
exporters, as you said. We are studying this, Mr President. 


[Marcos] Umm. 


[Daza] Thank you, Mr President. Now, Cebu is ready for us. Cebu, to represent 
Region VII, the central Visayas. And on the panel, Dr Milagros Castillo Espina, 
dean of arts and science of the Colegio de San Jose de (Colecos), and Maximo 
Rico Hermoso, a (Coim) 0.R.D. for agrobusiness 1984. Dr Espina, are you ready 
with your question? 


[Espina] Good evening, Mr President. 
[Marcos] Good evening, Doctor. 


[Espina] My question concerns the Cebuanos, in particular. In 1979 it was said 
that some 30 export-oriented and labor-intensive manufacturing firms would rise at 
Mactan export processing zone, but up to now there are only about 5 foreign 

firms. Will you comment on this, sir. 


[Marcos] Actually, the matter of investment has been clarified by statements on 
the international crisis. As I said, there was a lull in investments as well as 
in loans to the Philippines because of the factors that I have referred to. First, 
the international situation; there were many, not defaults, but deferments in the 
payments of loans by South American countries, Central American countries and 

this affected the whole world, including the Philippines. There are now 80 
countries facing, or rather, appealing to the International Monetery Fund out of 
the 150 members of the United Nations, and these 80 countries are in the same 
situation as the Philippines. But probably, after this political exercise, in this 
election, the stability of our country and the fact that the reports of the riots 
and insurrection and the fighting were all exaggerations, the investors hopefully 
will come in. 


[Daza] All right, thank you, Mr President, and thank you Cebu. We go back to a 
few quest:.:ns phoned in from our viewers, and here are a few that Mr Henares 

might have wanted to ask. Carlos Luis of No 16, Paleot Plainview, Mandaluyong 
says: Statistics show that we can't even pay for the interest on foreign loans... 
[interrupted] 


[Marcos] That's wrong. 


[Daza] Part two of the question: Is it still good business to secure more loans 
when we can't even pay the interest? 


[Marcos] It's not a matter of securing more loans. It's a matter of keeping our 
accounts active, and this we have done by first paying the interest rates up 
to the first quarter of this year. 


IV. 15 May 84 P 21 PHILIPPINES 


Of course, we have asked for a deferment again, and this deferment cannot be kept 
on. We have to settle with IMF, and this we are doing this month. Hopefully, 
again we will succeed in the effort to control liquidity. Now, this is actually 
the key to many of our problems, the matter of liquidity. And if we must suffer 
for a short while, for the longer term we will be better off. And I appeal to 
everybody to the patient. All I can say is that there has been a change in the 
atmosphere, and now we are moving instead of just receding and moving backwards. 


[Daza] Speaking of changing the atmosphere, Mr President, let's go back to Cebu. 
I inadvertently forgot all about Mr Hermoso. [laughs] 


[Marcos] By all means. 


[Daza] Because, you know, when a lady is present you will listen to the lady more 
than you should, So, Mr Maximo Rico Hermoso, 1984 (Coim) 0.R.D. for Agrobusiness, 
with his question for the president. 


[Hermoso] Good evening, Mr President. 
[Marcos] Good evening, Mr Hermoso. 


[Hermoso] My question, Mr President, concerns about young political leaders. I 
notice that, apart from Mr (Brangan), that there are only a few young political 
leaders of national stature. I believe that the main reasciu for this is that not 
enough encouragement and opportunities are afforded thein. May we have your comments 
please, Mr President? 


[Marcos] You remember the classic saying: Nothing grows in the shade of the banyan 
tree. This means that a big leader's shade tends to distort their growth. Now, 
however, we have adopted a policy of encouraging the young leaders to come out and 
this is one of the issues that was raised within the KBL. In some instances there 
was rebellion, but we have seen the young leaders come up. You know, this requires 
effort, not only on the part of the old leaders but on the young leaders themselves. 


[Hermoso] Thank you, Mr President. 


[Daza] Thank you, Cebu, and we go back to our phoned in questions from our viewers. 
Mr Eugenio Rivera of Batay, Cubao, says: Most KBL candidates are already holding 
key positions in the government. Why do people like Ismail Mathay still have to 
run for assembiyman? 


[Marcos] Well, actually, this is the very essence of the parliamentary system, 
that periodically you submit yourself to a judgment by the people. Otherwise, you 
have no business running government. 


[Daza] Danilo Galein of 98, 14th Avenue, Cubao: What will be the reaction of the 
president if only a few KBL candidates will come out in the voting on Monday? 


[Marcos] Tragic. That would be a tragedy. 


[Daza] Will the president allow this to happen? 
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[Marcos] No. We will not raise a finger to change the results, that's for sure. 

I repeat, however, and this is intended for both the KBL and the opposition as well as 
the people out there: There is no intention to cheat in this election. There is no 
need to cheat in this election. We are going to win this election. 


[Daza] Um-humm. But what do you think will be the effect or has been the effect 
of the boycott movement on the elections? 


[Marcos] Well, I suppose to a certain extent there are people who have refused to 
register and even to vote. And this must be taken into account when the policies 
are made. 


[Daza] Um-hmm. Another phoned-in question from an anonymous viewer, Mr President: 
Are you prepared to renounce the use of Amendment 6 after the election? 


[Marcos] No. Amendment No 6 is a part of the Constitution. Neither the president 
nor the Batasang Pambansa alone can eliminate a part of the Constitution. 


[Daza] All right. Baguio is ready to take over for a few minutes. The panel from Baguio 
is composed of Galo Weygan, president of the Baguio Chamber of Commerce, and Pastor 
Quinto, Jr, a mining engineer. Mr Weygan first. 


[Weygan] Is there a way of expediting the validation of plots acquired in Baguio 
under Republic Act 211? There were 6,000 applications filed before the deadline 
in 1981, but there are more than 4,000 not yet validated up to now. 


[Marcos] Well, you know the situation as well as I do. This requires a study as to 
how these lands were occupied and the right to retain, and we are moving in this direction 
May I ask Mr Puno to take the floor? 


[Puno] I am the chairman of the presidential committee in regard to these lot 
validations. We had to pass a law in the Batasan for purposes of extending the 
deadline, and we had been working towards the expedition of all the lots to be 

issued. Mr President, I personally have been signing many such lot validations in the 
past few months, and this goes on very expeditiously. They will be issued in due time, 
Mr President. 


[Marcos] Actually, the probjem there is that some of the people wanted me to sign 
a decree extending the time and granting title to this land, but it is preferable 
for the Batasang Pambansa to handle this problem. 


[Daza] Thank you, Mr President. Next from our Baguio panel, Mr Pastor Quinto, 
a mining engineer. 


[Quinto] May I have the privilege, Mr President, to ask problems that beset 

the people of Benquet with respect to the (Helson) Highway over the mountain range. 
There has been a lot of talk, Mr President, for the concreting of this very important 
highway, but it seems there is nothing definite as yet. May we hear from his excellency 
if there are already, indeed, definite moves for the concreting of this important 
highway and when. 


[Marcos] Well, you will remember that I removed your regional director of the highway 
because the 20 million pesos that was set aside for the initial expenditure of concreting 
this highway was not properly spent. I need not go into the details of this. But you 
are all aware that it's a part of the infrastructure program. Yes, we will concrete 


the (Helson) Highway. 
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[Daza] Thank you, Mr President, and thank you, Baguio panel. I think our panel is eager 
to ask some more questions -- our panel here in Malacanang. And Mr Perez, are you up to 
it? 


[Marcos] By all means, until tomorrow. 
[Daza] You look so related, Mr President. 


[?erez] You have been quoted as forecasting that the combined opposition will probably 
win no more than 30 seats. 


[Marcos] About 30, yes. 


[Perez] Yes, sir. And in the remote eventuality that they should win more than the number 
that you have forcast, would you consider this as a rejection of your party's program 
and would this suggest a revision of national programs and policies? 


[Marcos] Well, no. What do you expect a president of the KBL to say? That we are going 
to lose? No [chuckles]. This isapolitical stance, of course. For a friend, I would be 
happy to see a (?70) win in a friendly opposition. [sentence as heard] I believe in a 
strong opposition. I was the leader of the opposition, if you will remember I was a 
representative in the Senate for quite a while. And if I learned a few (?rules) there 
it was as a leader, as a minority and opposition leader in both houses, until I became 
president of the Senate. 


[Daza] Mr Henares, you have a question? 


[Henares] To follow that up, Mr President, I shali refrain at this point to speak on 
economic matters. A political question, Mr President: You know, you have been actually 
acknowledged to be a political master, master in politics. 


[Marcos] Oh no, just lucky. 


[Henares] No, no, no. And you know, a lot of oppositionists really, seriously ask this 
question, which I would like to pass on to you. If, hypothetically speaking, you were the 
opposition, Mr President, instead of the power, body in power, if you were an opposi- 
tionist and you had to contend with super-McCoy, [laughter] a president with vast powers, 
what would you have done in this election, how would you have conducted it? 


[Marcos] For 2 years you would not have heard from me, for 2 years I would have been 

in the boondocks, organizing in the barangay level. I would have won in the barangay 
elections of 1982, first. And, from there, I would go up into the municipal level and 
start organizing there, then the provincial and city levels. You see, the problem here is 
that many of the opposition leaders do not know the meaning of [Tagalog phrase indis- 
tict] means sacrificing for the party. You know, when I ran for president, for the 
nomination of the Nacionalista I had no support within the Nacionalista Party. I spent 1 
full year in the boondocks getting the delegates. I spent my own money, within the limits 
of the law and won the nomination by 777 votes against 444. You will remember the 
classic Biblical comparison, and the reason for that was the organization. We set up an 
organization in every municipality, catching almost every precinct, and we set up the 
cadre system: for every 10 families there was somebody who was held responsible. He tells 
me a good or a bad story about what is happening in his place. Then I would know how to 
estimate. Presently, I notice that the opposition could not even appoint members of 

the voting committee and they were (?asking them why). This is a bad symptom. It means 
that the organization is not there. In45 days there is no way of campaigning throughout 
the country. You have to depend upon an organization, and this is actually the secret of 


the whole thing. 
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[Daza] Mr President, if they are listening, they might do just that for the 1986 and 
1987 elections. [laughter] Now here are a few questions right after Mr Henares" heart. 
[as heard] Aurora Villalobo, a teacher from J.P. Laurel -- your neighbor, Mr President. 


[Marcos] Oh yes. 


[Daza] Where will you get the funds to pay the just-announced salary raises for govern- 
ment employees? 


[Marcos] The budget. The approved and programmed budget is 500 million. The reserves 
total 6.5 billion, and we are setting another reserve of 3 billion, in addition to which 
there are savings in the various organizations. We have stooped the corporations from 
spending too much money. Out of the -- how many -- about 300 corporations there are 31 
that we are watching, and most of them are losing money, and this is why we have been 
able to save quite a lot. The number of employees in the government could be about 

1 million, and the total salary of employees in government is 13 billion pesos -- 10 
percent is 1.3. Now we start with May, and therefore you have saved January, February, 
March, April -- 4 months -- and you would probably, therefore, require only 2/3 of the 
1,3000,000. [figures as heard] Minister Alba is here, and I think he can tell us that 
we have these funds available for the payment. 


[Daza] Minister of the Budget Alba...[Alba interrupts] 


[Alba] Yes, Mr President, the 10 percent was planned on the basis of already appropri- 
ated funds as well as the expected savings that generally we realize every year. I think 
we have more than enough to cover the 10 percent announced recently. 


[Daza] Thank you Minister Alba. Many questions have been phoned in of which this one 
is typical, Mr President, and Mr Joaquin Buenaventura seems to be speaking for everybody 
with this problem at the back of his head. How does the president expect to solve the 
problem of our foreign debts? 


[Marcos] Well, these foreign deb -€ going to restructured, meaning we have asked for 
a longer time in which to pay it supported by the creditors themselves. This is the 
classical -- conventional -- way of solving any problem, in addition to which the short- 


term indebtedness has been converted now into long-term indebtedness. We cannot pay 
them immediately, but over the long haul we should be able to. 


[Daza] Faustino Calizaya of Camp Crame: I am in the nonteaching force of the Education 
Ministry. I receive 448.50 pesos a month or 14.95 pesos a day. When do you think I can 
expect a raise and when? 


[Marcos] Immediately. You are going to get a 10-percent increase, definitely, and in 
addition to which there is a plan for all of those who are receiving this level of 
salary. I ask Minister Alba to explain the policy. 


[Alba] I think if you'r: referring to the support personnel for education, they are 
actually getting more than the amount that is mentioned because that does not include 
the 200 COLA [cost of living allowance] as well as other add-ons that usually employees 
get, but the teachers themselves will be getting supplementals based on what may be 
available from local government funds under the additional l-percent real property tax 
as well as additional fringe benefits that may derive from the plan that the minister of 
education, Minister Laya, is now formulating at the present time. 
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[Daza] Thank you, Minister Alba. I think Mr Rod Navarro has a question. We have 
just a few minutes left, Mr President, and although we have still quite a lot of 
ground to cover, more Or less the questions run along the same direction. 

Mr Navarro has the next one. But how much has the party actually spent, Mr 
President? Do you have the figure? 


[Marcos] We have actually spent up to now about 12 to 13 million pesos. 


[Maza] Because here a question from a viewer says, is it true some candidates 
use government funds? 


[Marcos] No no no. They use their own funds. There is no way of using government 
funds. The auditor general will not allow it, the treasurer will not allow it, 

the men who sign for it will not allow it because they are accountable for their 
use Of government funds. That is ridiculous. 


[Daza] That is the question... [Marcos interrupts] 


[Marcos] Unless, now here, here indeed is what I always guard against. Unless 
you are included in a payroll and you receive some amount like 50 .esos, 100 pesos, 
and we have prevented all of this with the abolition of the pork barrel system. 


{[Daza} In the press club, Mr President, they call it envelopmental journalism. 
[Marcos laughter] By the way, that question was by Miss Erano of Malabon. Mr 
Ed Neilan of the WASHINGTON TIMES has a question. 


[Marcos] Yes, by all means. 


[Neilan] After almost 3 hours of questioning from around the country and from the 
panel here, I am -- as an outsider, I am kind of surprised that no one has mentioned 
the Aquino killing which, I was led to believe, was going to be a main element 

in the opposition's campaign. I mean the stories overseas say that that's still 

a lingering thing, but apparently it has dissolved. What's the situation now? 


[Marcos] Because the truth of the matter is everybody knows that the president, 
the first lady, and the administration attempted to prevent the assassination of 
Mr Aquino. And this is a public secret. We tried to stop him from coming back 
to the Philippines, and the first lady even talked to him in New York when she 
went to Boston for her eye medical treatment, and therefore it has lost its 
viability as an issue against the administration, or for that matter, as a 
political issue. I believe, however, that we should continue to encourage the 
Agrava Commission to find out what actually happened in the Aquino killing, and 
we will abide by this recommendation. 


[Daza] Thank you, Mr President. And now, Mr Henares has a followup, or a new 
question. 


[Henares] A new question, Mr President, because I haven't had a chance to ask 
you some of the questions regarding our economy. Mr President, the business 
community is really elated to hear from you that you do not plan -- deliberate 
planning -- for devaluation after the election. 
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But, this morning, last night, yesterday, I am sorry, BULLETIN TODAY printed a pre- 
diction by the CRC, the Center for Research and Communications headed by Mr 
(Villegas), that said: The peso will fall by 72 percent -- 72! -- this year. Mr 
President, that's even unbelievable. That would mean that our peso is going down 
to 50 pesos per dollar. You know, talk like this, Mr President, tends to feed upon 
itself, and it tends to make you lose confidence in our country. 


[Marcos] Irresponsible. 


[Henares] Mr President, it is possible -- question: Is it possible for our government 
to be able to state categorically that they will defend the peso at a certain level? 


[Marcos] Oh yes! Now, let's get to the facts. The decline of the peso continued 
until it reached as much as 25 to the dollar sometime back. Then, it moved favorably, 
and several weeks ago, it reached 21, now it's about 19, I think, 19.5. I know for a 
fact from the report even of the businessmen who must buy dollars in the black market 
that they have paid for the dollars at 19,20. Now, however, the black market exchange, 
is going down and the reasons for this are varied. I will not go into the reasons, but 
we have been actively arresting people who are engaged in hoarding dollars and salting 
away dollars and the irresponsible trading in dollars. Whatever it is, the fact is 
that there is not much difference between the black market rate and the official rate. 
Now, give an in-between and compromise number, there you probably have some kind of 

an estimate, but a 72-percent decline of the balue of the peso! That's irresponsible. 
If it came from the CRC, then it's about time we dismantle the CRC. [laughter] 


[Daza] May | ask a followup to the followup, Mr President? 
[Marcos] Yes, certainly. 


[Daza] You mention that the black market rate has been going down. I was wondering, 
after the Central Bank allowed people to buy up to $1,00 from whatever source, 
don't you think that would push up the demand some more and, therefore, push the rate? 


[Marcos] The question is: Are there available dollars? Now, if we are to speak 
about enforcing the law against hoarding of dollars and salting of dollars, there will 
not be too many dollars for sale, and actually the increase from $500 to $1,000 per 
person is not felt, because it has been going on for some time. 


[Daza] Um-hmm. Thank you, Mr President. Ruben Tan -- back to our phoned~in questions -- 
Ruban Tan of Malat in Manila says: Can the president say that dollar-saving accounts 
will be frozen after the elections? 


[Marcos] No, No, No. There is no way of freezing the dollar accounts. They are 
covered and protected by the law. Whether it's a peso or dollar account, we cannot 
question it. And, I would like to reiterate the policy of the government. There is 

no intention on the part of government to look into the deposits of people, whether alien 
or Filipino. These deposits are maintained and will be protected. No questions 

will be raised about such deposits, unless they fall under the exception. That they 

are actually the subject of a criminal case in court. 


[Daza] A bread and butter question from Mrs Anita Santos of Roxas, Makati: If price 
control is still in operation, there seems to be no let-up in price increases, 
what are you going to do about this? 
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[Marcos] Well actually, the trouble, of course, is that the media runs ahead of the news 
sometimes. 


[Daza] Thank you, Mr President, and in the true spirit of Filipino hospitality, we will 
reserve the last question for Mr Ed Neilan, before we conclude the question and answer 
portion of this pulong pulong. Mr Neilan. 


[Neilan] Well, okay. You asked me to ask the last question. You know, in our country, 
President Reagain is 73 years old and he's taking another shot at running for the presi- 
dency. I ask you, do you have any plans to run again in 1987? 


[Marcos] I've already announced that unless there is an improvement in the people who 
are aspiring for the presidency, I probably will have to run in 1987. 


[Daza] Thank you, Mr President, and with that answer, that very snappy answer from the 
president, we conclude the question and answer portion, but before we say good night, 
we'd like to hear some closing remarks from you, sir. 


[Marco] Well, as the campaign comes to a close tonight at 12 o'clock, let us take the 
time to reflect and ponder deeper into the larger issues before us, and let us together 
take every effort to exercise our right to self-reason and ensure the sanctity and fair- 
ness of balloting on Monday. These elections are perhaps the most important which the 
nation has held in the last decade. I believe that far more is at stake in these elec- 
tions than the fortunes of any particular candidate, far more even than the fate of poli- 
tical parties and groups. What we finally decide upon in this political exercise is 
nothing less than the destiny and the health of our democratic system and the course of 
the nation in this time of challenge and opportunity. We cannot -- and we should not -- 
approach this balloting with our eyes focused onlyon political victory, and I say this 

to both the opposition and the KBL members. Beyond personal political ambitions for 
public office there is the role which the Batasang Pambansa should play in our national 
lives. We must consider this, for beyond the claims of the various political groups 
bidding for electoral support, there are the problems which all of usasa nation must deal 
with together after the election. Beyond the election itself there is the nation to con- 
sider above ali, the community of interests, aspirations that unite and bind us as one. 
While this campaign and this election [words indistinct] they must not on the other hand 
leave us embittered and apart when the balloting is over for the problems and challenges 
of national life will remain when the voting is over, and if the passionate search for 
votes irreparably tears us apart from one another, little can be done to resolve and mas- 
ter them in the days to come. These realities of national existence require a legisla- 
ture that can provide a serious and a realistic concern for the formulation and imple- 
mentaion of a successful program for national recovery and strengthening. 


I will say frankly that my personal hope is that the elections will return a clear and 
[words indistinct] mandate for the Kilusong Bagong Lipunan to lead in this program for 
national recovery and growth for I believe that we have demonstrated our capacity to lead 
our nation from crisis and difficulty and govern our nation with purpose, with vision and 
dignity; and such purpose and vision are more than ever needed now. 


We have spoken in the clearest terms that national salvation in these times of interna- 
tional uncertainty can only lie in the conscious and (?purposeful quest) for self-reliance 
We have insisted against the counsels of others that nothing can be gained in reliance 

and dependence on the benevolence of others. 


We have declared that above all the issues of honor of the nation and our people are not 
to be bargained away. We have spoken for a naticual program that focuses on the mobili- 
zation of our people for production, particularly in our agriculture and agribusiness 
sectors, but after this trade and marketing. 
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Great therefore is our hope that the elections on Monday, will bring you, my countrymen 
who constitute a majesty of political sovereignty and power in our country, will return 
an affirmative verdict for this program and course of government. [sentence as heard] 
Yet, whatever the results may be, let us never forget that the Batasang Pambansa must 
serve as a place for the liberation of the paramount issues of our national life, and 
there is a place in it both for a majority party to lead and for a minority to (?fis- 
calize), advise and counsel. Both must ask the most searching questions about policies, 
about programs, about the very conduct of government and the conduct of public officials 
who are accountable to the people. Both must remember that in the parliamentary inter- 
play of their contrary (?approach) to government, a dynamism and creativity of our 
political system, our nation now faces critical years ahead, years which will test to 
the utmost our wit, our resolution, our faith, and we must never imagine that the 
problems of national life are for the political victors alone to resolve or that they 
can be resolved with segments of our societ’ standing apart from the labor that must be 
born or that they can be solved by violence. It is a paradox of an election that as it 
drives men and parties to contend, it also assures a democratic consensus on the path 
which the nation must follow. 


And that is what we must take care to preserve and promote in the balloting on Monday. 
If we meet this common responsibility which we bear in the Batasan election we do 
justice to the hopes and traditions of our political system. If we keep faith to the 
majesty of the electoral process, we secure the means for our nation to move forward 
confidently past the bitterness, the uncertainties, the adversities of the present time. 
I am confident completely. Thank you and good night. 


[Daza] Thank you Mr President. [applause] 


MARCOS, IMELDA PREDICT KBL ELECTION TRIUMPH 


HK140131 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0100 GMT 14 May 84 


[Interview with President Marcos and Mrs Imelda Marcos by press and radio reporters, at 
V. Mapa High School, Metro Manila -- recorded] 


[Text] [Marcos] I think that Metro Manila will be a clean sweep. The opposition has 
stopped campaigning. I don't know why, there is a complete collapse of the organization 
of the opposition, they do not even know their meetings, the advantages, [changing 
sentence], permits were given to them and they did not take advantage. Then we are 
getting feelers from opposition leaders, since 2 days ago, when we have chosen these 
leaders to deal with. [as heard] 


[Imelda Marcos] Well I think the same thing as the president, I think this is going to 
be a landslide. Having campaigned around and seen the reaction of the people toward 
the KBL [Kilusang Bagong Lipunan] candidates, I feel there is going to be a landslide. 


[First reporter] To what other factors would you attribute this, apart from the fact 
that the opposition is divided? 


[Imelda Marcos] Performance, the record of performance, and also the fact that we have 
a platform, and we are fighting for... 


[Marcos] [Interrupting] They did not do their homework, that's all. 


[Second reporter] If there is a clean sweep in Manila, does that not cast doubt on the 
credibility of the elections? 
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[Marcos] Of course not, in 1978 there was a clean sweep, in 1980 there was a clean 
sweep, in 1981 the difference between the president and the opposition was so great, 92 
percent, [changes sentence] or 1980, 1982, almost all barangay captains were KBL. Now 
how do they expect to enter this campaign without the support of the barangay captains 
and other organizations. No, of course, the opposition [words indistinct] a clean 
sweep, but just perhaps several may get through. 


[Second reporter] But is it not improbable that the government should win by such a vast 
majority? 


[Marcos] No it's not, because the performance (?is winning), in 1978, this is not the 
first exercise. Of course 1978 was under martial law, but 1981 was not, 1982 was not. 


[Second reporter] Do you think that this will be like the previous elections? 
[Marcos] I hope [laughs]. 
[Third reporter] Mr President, will you be leaving for Laoag right now? 


[Marcos] I'm leaving right now, the first lady will probably escort me to the airport 
[laughs]. Everybody come out and vote. 


HEAVY TURNOUT REPORTED NATIONWIDE IN ELECTIONS 


0OW141536 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 14 May 84 


[Excerpts] Millions of Filipinos trooped to voting centers throughout the country to 
elect the 183 members of the first regular Batasang Pambansa. Despite isolated inci- 
dents of violence, the turnout of voters nationwide was heavy. As reported by our 
correspondents all over the country and based on other reports, the elections were 
peaceful and orderly. Out of the more than 25 million registered voters, the projection 
is that some 80 percent will cast their votes. In Metro Manila alone, there are 183 
candidates vying for 21 seats. Official reports said voters jammed more than 84,000 
polling centers and by mid-afternoon most of the precincts reported a 60-percent voter 
turnout or higher. 


Initial results of the canvassing of ballots, particularly in Metro Manila, are expected 
tonight. 


As expected, the president and his children cast their votes in Batac, Ilocos Norte, 
the president's home town. Jose Carlos has this report. 


[Begin recording] [Carlos] The president flew in from Manila at 8:58 this morning to 
cast his vote in Batac, Ilocos Norte, for the two representatives of his own province 
to the Batasang Pambansa. He arrived at the (Dilawag) International Airport with 
daughter Irene; General Fabian C. Ver, AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] chief of 
staff; and General Santiago (Baragan), Presidential Security Command chief. 


He was the 44th of the 275 registered voters at voting center No. 18 of Barangay 
(Laku), located at the Mariano Marcos Memorial Elementary School in his home town in 
Batac. After his voting President Marcos talked to newsmen. 
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[Marcos] The new Batasan or the regular Batasang Pambansa will now have to perform the 
regular functions of an assembly in the parliamentary system, and one of its basic pur- 
poses will be a review of the economic policies and to determine how to modify [words 
indistinct] program, which initially has been modified to lay an emphasis on industrial-, 
agricultural-, and agri-business. 


Now, at the same time, we must get the regular Batasang Pambansa to work on the new 
plans on how to market our new products, (?all the new) products. We probably have to 
help out in the new agenda on the organization of the trading and marketing setup for 
all the products that will come of the productivity program. 


[First unidentified correspondent] So would this include a possible government revamp 
in the near future? 


[Marcos] Now, it's too early to say anything about government revamp. 


[Second unidentified correspondent] Do you think there will be any effect on the elec- 
tion from the boycott -- so-called boycott -- any serious effect? 


[Marcos] Boycott? 
[Second correspondent] Yes. 


[Marcos] First the boycott at the registration. Now, what I gather, it didn't dent 
the registration very much. 


[Third unidentified correspondent] This is a clear violation of the law. Do you 
think... 


[Marcos interrupts] Yes. 
[Third correspondent] ...the state will take any action (?on it)? 


[Marcos] Well, we will see. I would rather not make any decisions now. We will see 
how mischievous they are. [end recording] 


For her part, the first lady, Mrs Imelda Marcos cast her vote at the V. Mapa High 

School in Manila. Accompanied by the president, the first lady arrived at the V. Mapa 
High School a few minutes after the polling centers opened at 7:00 this morning. During 
a talk with newsmen, the president and the first lady predicted a landslide victory for 
the ruling party, citing as reason the performance of the national leadership. 


As we mentioned earlier, the initial results of the canvassing in Metro Manila have 
started to pour in. Among the first to report on the results of the canvassing of 

votes was Joel Barotilla; and here now is his followup report live from the Querino 
High School in Quezon City, where several polling centers are located. 


[Begin Barotilla recording] As we stated earlier in our reports, the four runners 
among the parties vying for seats from Quezon City are Palma, Mathay, Puno, and Oly 
Mercado, and coming in close are Francisco Tatad and Alinea. The unofficial results 
from 24 precincts have just been handed to me. Mercado garnered a total of 3,440; 
Palma, 3,117; Mathay, 2,412; Puno, 2,272; Romulo, 1,882; Tatad, 1,783; and Alinea, 807. 
[end recording] 
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Immediately after the closure of the voting centers at 4:00 this afternoon, the 
citizen's election committee began the canvassing of votes; and from Paranaque, 
Philip Tan reported. 


[Begin Tan recording] By 7:00 tonight, some trends would be established as to who 
voters of Paranaque and Las Pinas voted from among six or seven candidates for the 
single Batasan slot. Observers said it will be a close contest between KBL [Kilusang 
Bayong Lipunan] candidate (J. Roy Logolez) and PDP-LABAN [Pilipino Democratic Party- 
Lakas ng Bayan] candidate (Jaime Ferrer). [end recording] 


In Muntinlupa, there were reports of violence in at least two voting precints. Early 
this afternoon, the Commission on Elections received the report that three persons 
were killed in a shoot-out at the Poblacion Elementary School. The shooting 
allegedly started when armed men broke into the voting center and started throwing 
out all poll watchers. 


The poll body said they expected a followup report on the incident some time today. 
On the other violent incident in Muntinlupa, here's a report from David Nye. 


[Begin Nye recording] Over at the (Patatang) Elementary School, voters turned away 
from the polls after 11:00 in the morning after a gun-toting incident involving a 
UNIDO [United Nationalist Democratic Organization] inspector and a municipal clerk 
of court erupted. UNIDO watcher Fernando Aquino, Jr, said that he was approached by 
Clerk of Court (Banark Alvarez) after a heated argument. Aquino claimed that he was 
then slapped on the face by Alvarez, while Alvarez' companion pointed a .45-caliber 
pistol at his head. Alvarez said he could never have done that because he is 
independent minded and would not think of harassing anyone. But a whole bunch of 
well-folded sample ballots was discovered stashed away in his right pocket. [end 
recording ] 


More than 40 ballot boxes were snatched by the New People's Army in different parts 

of the country during the past 24 hours in an attempt todisrupt today's elections. 
Military field commanders reported a ballot box-snatching incident to Armed Forces 
Chief General Fabian Ver, who directed the military to be more vigilant in safeguarding 
the sanctity of the ballot. 


The incidents reported took place in (Pasil), Kalinga, Apayao, (South Nimakalik), 
(Niupani), and (Tulungan) in North Cotabato; (Badiyan Albai), Camarines Sur; (Mauluc), 
(Tagibus), and (Matina), all in Davao City; Mansalay, Talcauayan, Guezon; San Joaquin, 
Iloilo; (Manlat) and (Zinagara) in (Javaliera), Albay; (Talamog), Kamalig, Albay; 

and the barangays of (Palapas), (Kuwaoi), and (Agul), all in Ligao, Albay. Armed 

men, believed to be NPA's were also active in outlying barangays of Candoni, Negros 
Occidential, this morning. 


A seven-man advance team of army troopers escorting election paraphernalia and 

teachers to polling places was almost wiped out. The lone survivor, (Rodrigo Eliazar), 
was airlifted by helicopter to Bacolod City. A nurse at (Da Corazon Locsin Montelibon) 
Memorial Hospital there said two wounded troopers died while en route to the hospital. 


Shortly before midnight last night, unconfirmed reports said eight persons were 
killed in an ambush staged at Sibalom, Antique. Among those killed were (Ryum 
Sanchez), provincial head of the NP (Nacionalista Party)-Roy Wing, (Mamerto Sarvivar,, 
(Plaridel Sanchez, Jr), (Atnik Sanchez), (Pedro Tambuong), and two still unidentified 


fatalities. 
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A PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY report, on the other hand, said it was not an ambush, but a 
running gun battle that took place between followers of Assemblyman (Arturo 
Pacificadora) and his rival, Governor (Enrique Saldivar). Another ambuscade happened 
in Banawi last night, killing 17 military personnel, 2 of them officers. 


ELECTION RETURNS SHOW OPPOSITION IN LEAD 


HK150059 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 2300 GMT 14 May 84 


[Excerpts] The opposition has jumped to an early lead in the first unofficial returns 
of yesterday's [14 May] Batasan elections. Unofficial returns indicate the UNIDO 
[United Nationalist Democratic Organization] leading the KBL [Kilusang Bagong Lipunan] 
candidates in the four cities of Manila, Caloocan, Pasay, and Quezon. UNIDO bets 

are also ahead in the districts of Pasig-Marikina, Mandaluyon-San Juan, and [words 
indistinct]. 


In returns from 71 precincts in Manila, Kalaw leads the pack, followed by (Bulyat) 
and Lopaz. All three are UNIDO candidates. In fourth slot is Tolentino, a KBL. 


The returns however, are partial and unofficial. In Manila alone, only 71 of the 
3,663 precincts have been counted so far, which show UNIDO candidates leading. Other 
returns show the KBL making a strong show in its traditional bailiwicks like Ilocos, 
Cagayan, Neuva Ecija, La Union, and Olongapo City. 


Overall the Comelec [Commission on Elections] reported a heavy turn-out of voters. 
The boycott movement did not show much strength. 


President Marcos cast his vote in Batac, Llocos Norte, and then flew back to Manila 
immediately. 


President Marcos talked to newsmen in Laoag on the functions the elected Batasan 
members will perform. Details from Bert Asuge: 


[Begin recording] President Marcos yesterday said the regular Batasan Pambansa will 
have among its basic tasks the possible revision of thecountry's economic policies. It 
will also help with the establishment of the projected trading and marketing system for 
products that will come out of the productivity program. 


Mr Marcos said the new Batasang Pambansa will now to perform the regular functions 

of an assembly in the parliamentary system. One of its basic purposes, he added, will 
be to review the economic policies and to determine how to modify, if necessary, 
existing policies like the industrial development program, which initially has been 
modified to lay emphasis on agriculture and agribusiness. 


At the aame time, the regular Batasang Pambansa must work out a new plan on how to 
market all the new products, the president said. The chief executive did not 
elaborate on the possible direction the economic policies will take to further 
strengthen the nation's economy. [end recording] 


In the meantime, the military has reported 60 persons killed and 26 others injured 

in election-related incidents. The deaths were mostly the result of clashes between 
government troops and rebel elements in 12 provinces. Forty of the fatalities were 
from the government side. On the rebel side, eight men were killed. Twelve civilians 
were also caught in the cross-fire. The government suffered its biggest casualties 

in Banawi, Ifugao, where 17 military men were killed. 
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Overall, however the situation was peaceful. PC [Philippine Constabulary] chief Fidel 
Ramos said the violent incidents were isolated. 


There were also reports of ballot snatching. Unidentified armed men were said to 
have taken a total of 300 ballot boxes in all in 13 provinces and 2 cities. The ballot 
snatching cases were reported in Mandaluyong, the Zamboanga provinces, Cotabato, Davao, 
Cagayan de Oro, and the Bicol region. Many of the snatchings took place even before 
the voting started. 


Update Shows KBL Leading 
HK150109 Quezon City Maharlika Broadcasting System in English 0100 GMT 15 May 84 


[Text] In the top story of this hour, the initial Batasan election results today in- 
dicated the ruling KBL [Kilusang Bagong Lipunan] leading in 35 provinces in the elections 
for 183 seats. The opposition and independent candidates made strong showings in 19 
provinces and 3 cities as of 0300 this morning. The opposition was leading in four 
constituencies in Metro Manila, while the KBL was ahead in three [words indistinct]. 


In Luzon, 12 provinces went KBL, 8 in the Vasayas, and 15 in Mindanao. On the other 
hand, the opposition showed strength in 10 provinces in Luzon, 2 in the Visayas, and 7 
provinces and 3 cities in Mindanao. 


AFP Report 
OW150727 Hong Kong AFP in English 0706 GMT 15 May 84 
[By Gerry Aziarou] 


[Text] Manila, May 15 (AFP) -- Opposition and independent candidates today widened 
their nationwide lead over their ruling KBL party rivals for the 183 seats contested 
in yesterday's general election, according to partial and unofficial returns. 


The National Movement for Free Elections (Namfrel), a citizens' group helping the of- 
ficial watchdog Commission on Elections (Comelec) monitor the polls, said that as of 
1:30 p.m. (0530 GMT) today, the opposition and independents held a 91-66 lead with no 
data available for the remaining 26 seats. At 3 a.m. (1900 GMT) today, the opposition 
and independents were ahead 74-63. 


If confirmed, the trend would mark a major surprise as observers had generally pre- 
dicted victory for President Ferdinand Marcos' KBL party. "It is too early to comment. 
We don't expect a clear trend before tomorrow,'' said a U.S. Embassy spokesman. 


Namfrel emphasized that the returns so far for the 157 seats were partial, representing 
27.5 per cent of the total for every seat. But, said Namfrel spokesman brother Rolando 
Dizon: "27.5 per cent is a very reliable base for projections." Namfrel results are 
based on official returns signed by inspectors from the KBL and the opposition. 


No confirmation was available from the Comelec, which began its official count today. 
Final official results are to be released next Monday. 


The opposition, which during the weekend had warned of a government "master plan" to 
rig the election, today expressed fears that Comelec might tamper with the returns and 
announce unfavorable tallies for the opposition. 
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It called on its supporters to be vigilant and to turn out in force at city and town 
halls where the Comelec counting is taking place. 


In Metropolitan Manila -- four cities and 13 towns -- where a close race has been 
expected for the 21 seats up for grabs, the United Nationalist Democratic Organization 


(UNIDO), the main opposition group, was ahead 15-6 with 27.5 per cent of the returns in 
by 1:30 p.m. 


Yesterday Namfrel reported a flood of complaints of widespread polling irregularities, 
including vote-buying, snatching of ballot boxes, multiple voting by "flying voters" 
(voting more than once) and harassment of poll watchers. 


But in a statement today, Namfrel called the election "a victory for the Philippine 
people." Namfrel Chairman Jose Concepcion cited the high turnout, estimated at more 
than 80 per cent nationwide, and the people's vigilance in ensuring a smooth balloting 
in their communities. "This reflects the Filipino people's desire to bring about change 
through peaceful means," he added. 


Meanwhile military authorities today reported the deaths of nine insurgents killed by 
security forces last night in Cawayan town of the central province of Negros Occidental. 


Since the election campaign began March 27, 305 people have been killed, 175 of them in 
campaign-related incidents, which makes yesterday's election one of the bloodiest in 
this country's history. 


President Marcos yesterday said one of the first tasks of the new 200-seat assembly, 
to which he is to appoint 17 people, would be to tackle the country's serious economic 
crisis, including a 26 billion dollar foreign debt. 


Meanwhile the race in Cavite Province south of here was virtually over, with Prime 
Minister and Finance Minister Cesar Virata fighting on home turf, leading a KBL sweep 
of the three stakes. 


However, the opposition was ahead in several former KBL strongholds, such as in Pampanga 
Province where UNIDO led 4-0, Camarines Sur in southern Luzon 4-0, Cebu City 2-0, the 
central province of Cebu 4 against 2 independents with KBL far behind, and Rizal Prov- 
ince 2-0. In Batangas Province, southern Luzon, the UNIDO was rolling to an almost sure 
3-1 victory over the KBL. 


The KBL enjoyed commanding leads in Cagayan Province in northern Luzon with 3-0, Leyte 
in central Philippines with 4-1, the two southern provinces of Maguindanao 2-0 and North 
Cotabato 2-0, and the president's northern home province of Ilocos Norte 2-0. 
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